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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The March Banquet is rushing up
on us. There is not much time left to
come up with a song or skit. | feel that
the judging for this event will be the
hardest part of the night. Remember,
everyone Is welcome. The banquet is
for the R.AS.C. and friends of the
R.A.5.C. To date we have accumulated
ten door prizes. We will see you there.

Someone told me that we have 16
day observing windows in the spring.
The window opened up on Feb 21 and
will close on the 8th of March. The
observing window in March wil be
much the same. | dispute the label
used here. | am sure the proper label
is "The observing door". You will note
that it seems to close around new
moon. Or quite possibly this bad
weather is associated with the many
scopes that have recently made their
way into our members hands.

Speaking of new scopas, if you are
building a scope let me know how it is
going. Our May meeting will deal with
amateur projects. | am soliciting
sketches or photographs of astronomical
interest, telescope making or anything
associated with astronomy. Please
bring in your pet project and show it off.
We will quickly conduct the nights
business then turn the boardroom into
a gallery. The exhibitors will get a table
to show off their wares and everyone
will get a chance to see them. It will be
interesting to see what everybody is up
to. .

Remember, the April meeting is on
the first monday of tha month. We ara
doing this to accommodate our speaker,
Feter Brown. He will be giving a talk on
metaors.

Don Hladiuk from Calgary has
contacted me in regards to the Kinbrook

Island Star party. The dale has been
set for the August-long weekend, and
they are looking for support from
Edmonton Centre for the star party's
various functions. If you would like to
volunteer, please sea me.

The island will be open to the
amateur astronomers from Thursday to
the following Monday. The beaches will
be much more inviting in August than
they were in September two years ago.

Calgary will also be hosting the
GENERAL ASSEMBLY at the beginning
of July. If you have ever wanted to go
to a general assembly, this is the
easiest one to go to. There will be
talks, tours, a banquet and a barbgue
to take in as well as the stampede.

I'm not so sure about the Calgary
Stampede, but the rest should make for
a memorable experience. It will also be
a good place to meet other Canadian
amateur and professional astronomers.

It is looking like a busy summer
already. Till next month._

Clear skics.
Murray D. Paulson
459-1168
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OBSERVERS’ CORNER

Due to bad weather conditions
three was only one observing session
that | can report about. In fact when |
looked in my log book | found that |
had only done three drawings all winter
long. Normally | do at least that many
a night. Part of the reason for the lack
of drawings was my unwillingness io
take offi my heavy gloves so that |
could handle a pencil. | think that a
direct relationship exisis befween the
night temperature and the quantity and
guality of my drawings. However
drawings are important and rewarding
when you go back fo look over what
you have accomplished. Without my
drawings | would not have made the
sclentifically Important observation that
the star in NGC 1186 is not a
supernova. Speaking of drawings,
congratulations to Randy Pakan for
having his drawing of NGC 4449
published in the final issue of Deepsky
Magazine.

When the weather really staris to
gef you down, many observers will take
off at the first sign of clear skies. This
includes weekdays. We all know that
we will have to go to work the next day
and will be zonked out all day long, but
that does not stop us in our quest for
having some photons hit our retinas. In
fact the only observing | am aware of
took place on a thursday. When | pulled
into the parking lot at Blackfoot |1, |
found that Daryl Teed was already set
up and taking pictures. Daryl is
becoming quite good at photography
and | have seen some of his work
They look really good, at least in the
gpinion of this "visual only" observer.
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Larry Wood has  possibly
discovered a new variable star. He was
looking In the region of I.C. 2003 when
he noticed that a star shown at 8th
magnitude in Uranometria appeared to
be only 12th magnitude. Bad weather
has hindered the confirmation of this
variable suspect but | am sure the star
will be there in the future so that we
can confirm Larry's observation.

Meanwhile Randy Pakan had
trained his 16" telescope on the Eskimo
MNebula in Gemini. | must say that it is
a real pleasure having friends with large
aperture telescopes. The Eskimo Nebula
was a real treat 1o look at. For the first
time we could clearly see several
concentric rings around the central star.
Randy really does have his 16" working
mare like an 18"

Finally please remember the next
observing sesslon "at Blackfoot II" is on
March 27. As | am moving during the
month of March, | have listed my waork

- phone number should anyone want to

call me. If | am not in just leave a
message on the answering machine
and | will get back to you as soon as
possible. | will list my new phane
number in the next issue of Stardust.

Clear Skies "For a Change"
Paul Campbell 436-8481



Next Meating i
Monday, April £,1992 @ 7:30 P.M. Edmonton Space and Science Centre Boardroom

Observing Session
Friday, March 27th at the Blackfoot (2) observing site.

R.A.S.C. BANQUET March 21, 1992 @ 6:00 PM (full moon)
To be held at the Italian Cultural Centre 14230 133 ave (one block east of
St. Albert trail, turn off at 132 ave)
Tickets $20.00 (no sales at door)
| need a head count at least one week prior to the banguet.

DHAW PRIZES from Quasar optics, Science Magic, E.S.5.C., Hub Photo, Canadian
Cold Busler...

There will be Songs and Skit presentations after the meal. Please contact me with
the details of your entry, (Title , approximate duration and any other reguirements) so
I can organize things. Multiple entries are welcome.
Tickets can be purchased from
Murray Paulson 459-1168 Sylvia Smith 456-4614
Shirley Adamson 922-4021 Bruce McCurdy  455-3236

PICTURES WANTED

We would like to make up a display of what the RASC is about. If you have
some photos or know where to find some that best represent our activities in Edmonton
since our inception in 1932, we would like to hear from you. Slides, drawings, home
movies, and videos are also of interest. Help in designing this display would be greatly
" appreciated. For Information phone Sylvia Smith @ 456-4614 or write in care of the
centre.

STARDUST will not be published next menth but submissions for the “alternative
publication” will be accepted until March 28. This will for allow distribution at the April
6th meeting.

A New Editor for STARDUST is still needed as soon as possible, so if you are
interested In this position contact Murray Paulson.

THANK YOU

| am now the ecstatic owner of an 8" telescope, thanks to Murray and Joan Paulsan.
Over the past few months, | spent hours in their kitchen with Murray making beautiful
drawings and diagrams, and hours in their basement making a mess, They spent a
lot of time on the phone answering questions that usually began with "l think | messed
up again ...” At any rate the telescope is now finished, and | would like to thank them
for their time and patience.

Sharon Tansey
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SUNRISE AT SUNSET

On my return from a business trip
in Atlanta Georgla, | witnessed a lovely
phenomenon: a double sunset. As our
plane rolled down the taxiway (originally
we were 18th in line!) the sun set into
a peach and red tinged sky. Within a
minute of take-off, the sun rose back
above the horizon, a very deep red. |
was amazed at how high it rose, about
a full solar diameter, enough to make
the glare Intolerable to look at with the
naked eye.

After another couple of minutes,
the sun sank back slowly and reddened
deeply once more. This time | was
ready with my camera - | was hoping
for a nice shot of the green flash, which
is more readily seen from high up.
Unfortunately, the atmosphera scatterad
so much light that only a red limb was
visible at sunset.

We also carry:

Meodsa 8§ Moded 2080

A bright purple twilight socon
followed as we headed north into the
night. Just a 1/4 of a degree above the
horizon was a salurated, beautiful
orange colour that lasted almost to the
and of twilight. Thicker bands, one a
modest yellow and one a pale green
lay above, gradually merging into a
salmon pink mixed with a dirty brown.
Looking higher still, | could see the
purple and pink shades as a result of
scattering from Mt. Pinatubo ash, before
they changed into the final deep dark
blue of the overhead vault. The dirty
brown layer was of course volcanic ash
seen almost along its sheet as the
aircraft climbed to reach 30,000 feet. In
time the colours faded along with the
evarpresent brown shading, and the
stars came out.

There's nothing like a window seat
when there's lots to see.

Alister Ling

Edmonion’s Largest Telescope Dealer

Binoculars, Astronomy and related books,
Novelties, Astronomy Poslers, Models,

Holograms, Laser Prints, elc.

Meade

THE LEADER'S EDGE

Meode 87 Model 824
Phone (403) 451-6544

&2, SCIENCE MAGIC

at the Edmonlon Space Sciences Cenire
41244-142 Shreel Edmonion, Albeda T5M 4A1
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