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j As per my commitment, this s
my last regular issue of STARDUST
and ends a half year of being your
¥ Editor. {| may also be editing the Agpril
STARHUST spoof issue). My column
this monthis sort of a “passing the
. || torch® ariicle. ;
=2 Every editor imparts his or her signa-
ture to a newsletter. | thought I'd reln-
troduce graphics, which haven't appeared for
some time. | was inspired by the STARDUST,
produced through the Queen Elizabath Planetarium
production facilities, under Al Dyer's editorship.
| was cautioned not to maka the issues "loo good',
lest | discourage volunteers from coming forward
as Editor. | chose to ignore this curious advice.
Even with no experience, it was Incredibly easy
on a NeXT computer to create original artwork
or graphics for your articles. | decided to do what
| could do, even as a fyrol. All the Centre can ask
Is that volunteer editors learn at their own pace.

But | still wish' | could have dane better. | just
haven't had the time 1o even read the manuals to
get the best out of each program. The scanned
photos, for example, could all have been betier.
The photographs never achieve true, high resolution
clarity. Actually they won't, since, for cost reasons,
the final output s simply photocopied. | wish | had
had the time to learn a few more tricks, to give you
even belter scanned photos with our new equipment
{ | already own a NeXT compuler system and
software similar to the Centre's,) But editorially, |
thought it was more important to record our
members and events, rather than wait for the
pertect picture. (Our Kobau issue is an example.)

Even as an editor of only a short time, I've learned
a few things. Thera's the ethic which requires that
an editor should not compete for space with
membars who contribute arlicles. Every editor
{myself Included) already has a column like this
fram which lo pontificate, which I'll do here this
maonth. You've seen a few short articles penned
by me, but they were added only after everyone
else's articles for that issue ware included.

An aditor should be eareiul to let the contributors’
articles carry their messages. One gets mixed
feelings when an editor seizes the very templing
opportunity to add editorial comments to already
interesting articles. One wonders whether the
mative was to further the reader’s understanding
of the article,

Graphics or artwork should only supplemant or
augment the article, not compete with it. But
an editor, trying o maintain high standards, must
still ba salective. Noartwork is usually better than
poor, but wellintentioned artwork.

An editorial policy which emphasizes local con-
tentis very important as it makes this your naws-
letter. Except for important RASC news, | believe
that STARDUST should respond to the local
neads of the Edmonton Centre. | have particularly
respecled those Observing Coordinators who
took speclal care to report on the activities of ALL
our members. This way we all getto recognize
the efforts of our aclive members, the beginners
as well as the experls. You see, there is a HUGE
leap from being an armchair astronomer, to one
whao lugs his or her telescope out to the observing
site on a cold, but clear night. .

Conlinued on page 4

ON THE COVER THIS MONTH -~ Paul Campbell with the Edmonton Gentre 17.5" f4.5 reflactor.
Together, Paul and Bob Drew {who designed the telescope) donated about 700 of the 1,000 hours il tock
to complete this very durable scope. Randy Pakan joined in to assist with the later stages. Broken down,
itfits into any compact stationwagon, and serves as the Centre's Deep-Sky telescope. Try i@ out!

Cover photograph and page layout by Bob Drew
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— LI PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 5
I_! bt =
jo BINOCULARS AND THE SUN
II| | / By David Goldingay 6
| II I
A f H| THOSE INCREDIBLE NIGHTS!
TR E Paul Campbell reveals his dark secrets. 7

OBSERVERS' SKETCH PAD
We get to peek into the Edmonton Centre’s
best observers’ field sketch books - Ed. 8

by PLANETARY OBSERVING -This well researched
article tells us 2 things about the author:

1. He has a new computer program.

2 0 03 2. He keeps a 10 year diary. 11

"...a very good year" BOOK REVIEW: Lonely Hearts of the Cosmos,
By George Graham 12

By \a®

OBSERVERS' CORNER 14

IMPORTANT NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR
EXPENDITURES FROM THE CASINO FUND 15

-~ THE RD‘I’AL ASTRGNGMIC&L SOCIETY OF CANADA
EDMONTON CENTRE

The Edmonton Centre is one of twenty-two centras al‘l"iaatad with
the Royal Astronomical Sociely of Canada. The RASC as it is
generally called, is a society that has roots datlng to 1868.
Membership in 1he RASC and the Edmonton Centre pro-
vides a unique oppariunity for anyone. interested in astronomy,
‘whether just beginning craxperlencad to- haw.ra links with other
amateur and professional astmnumem across Canada -and lo
Ehare with others in observing the sky.

ADDRESS: ¢/o ESESC  11211.-142 Straet Edmantun AEI TE5M 4A1
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AS 1 SAW (T

While editor, | had an unsetiling experience, A
member { nat on the Computer Selection Comimities)
reaily questioned the club's having approved a
computer other than brand "X.* He said that it
would ba much more educational to the member-
ship if brand “X* had been purchased. There were
quite a numbar of astonomical programs written
for that brand, he stated. “it would be very
educational if our members could go o the editor's
house o make copies of these astronomy programs
for themselves." This isn't "education®, it's piracy
of intellectual property, which is an offence, ex-
cept when licencee permisslon is cbtained.

One word best describes the arl work gatherad
in this month's issue --varisty. You will find field
drawings of sun spots, the moon, some planests,
a comet, a globular cluster, a nebula, a galaxy
and even a galaxy cluster. All of Ihese serve
to illustrate the diverse interests of our active
observers. Our first detailed book review in a
long time is also fealured.

Did you know that STARDUST production and
mailing expenses consume about one half of
our "net" Centra budget? But help soon may be
on the wayl Partial funding Just might becomea
available from that horn of plenty - the Casino
Fund. Stay tunad for further news.

In closing, | want to specifically thank Betty and
Mel Rankin for taking care of final 5STARDUST
distribution. This Involved their picking up the
photocopied material, collating, folding and stap-
ling nearly 200 coples, then manually addressing
them to our members and olher Cenlres. Just the

time consuming coliating and stapling saves the
Centra over $300/yr. Thank you,

My sincere thanks to all those who confributed
articles during my editorship. If members don't
contribute, a newsletter will just die on the vine,
We all enjoy the articles received from special
contributors like Alan Dyer, and regular contribu-
tors like Alister Ling and our columnists. Alister is
too modest to say it, but he is one of Canada's
more noted observers/writers. Our cenirs Is for-
tunate to have him. As Editor, it was also a treal
to receive well written articles from budding writers
like Brad Richens, Syivia Smith, Shirlee Adam-
son, Franklin Loshde, Randy Pakan, Buss Samp-
son, Kathy MacKinnon, Bruce McCurdy, Dave
Goldingay, and George Graham,

And | thank you for bearing with me as | learned.
| have truly enjoyed being able to assist in this
way, as there is so much to learn and o get out
of this computer -- the sky is indeed the limit. |
know that, like Jonathan Livingston Seagull, Randy
will soar above the breakfast flock while we all get
enjoy our future Issues of Stardust. Look lorward
to "STARDUST - THE NeXT GENERATION."

Bob Drew, STARDUST Editor

From the Editor

ERS! The RASC national body has recently alerted us to an interesting
PLANETARY DBSEH“ apportunity for Jupiter watchers. On January 20th, from 11025 1o 13037

Universal fime, the SHADOW of lo will cross the disk of Jupiter and in
the process catch up to and ovartake the SHADOW of Ganymede. This

event will be visible in its entirety from the western half of North America.
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