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Well it looks like [ have
plunged into the world
of computors at the deep
end.Some of you may
b surprized to read that
when [ volunteered to
be STARDUST editor
that 1 was computer
illiterate.

Why him you ask?. Well to give you a brief background
I have been working at the university as a photographer
doing reprographics for nineteen years. [ am part of a
vanishing breed of craftsmen  who siill produce
everything on pholographic emlusions. The time has
come to say goodbye o that era and switch over to the
age of clectronic imaging. Working for the centre as
STARDUST editor on our new siale-of-the-art sysiem
is a golden opponunity for me and many thanks o
everyone for lefling me take up the challenge . So far
it has been a lot of work and I'm loving every minute
of it

1 hawve worked on STARDUST on and off for the past
five years and one thing that makes or breaks it is that
i’s a team effort. My typing is slow to say the least so
many thanks to my wife Michelle for volunteering to
type articles, She is definitely o key player on the team,
As editors come and go, Betty and Mel Rankin continue
to do the thankless job of collating and distribution.
Drave Clybum's skills will once again be pul lo use as
he has volunteered 1o proofread.  Bob Drew has put in
extra honrs writing letters, making phone calls, and
gefting the system up and running; your help is
appreciated Bobl. Paul is doing g fine job as observing
coordinator and we all enjoy reading Observer's Comer,
Unfortunately, the poor lad has an untreatable allerzy
to planets, so I've asked Murray to join the tcam and
do a column entitled Planet Repore 1993 is not going
to be a great year for planet observing, bt 1 look Forwand

to Murray's column as he is a dedicated planetary
observer.

Alister is another key player who is not officially
recognized; one only has 1o read any STARDUST issue,
and it's obvious that his work adds a very special touch,
Mapny people thought that Alister would be the next
STARDUST editor, but it would be unfair to expeci
one person to do all of the work. T will do my best to see
that STARDUST is a newsletier that we can all be proud
of!

For the firsi few issues of STARDUST 1 am setling an
early deadline for submissions, If possible amicles
should be in by the 20th, of the month. This deadline
will be rolled forward as we get up to speed. Photos
will be run as space permiis and it's a good idea to
nllow extra lime if you require special image processing
Any articles submitted on disc shoold be accompanied
by a prntout to make proofreading easier. 1 can be

reached by phone at 437-6532.
Randy Pakan
STARDUST Editor
The T TEAM 1993
Randy Pakan Text Handling
and Artwork
Michelle Pakan Word Processing
Dave Clybumn Proofreading
Alister Ling Key Writer
Sylvia Smith i
riters at Large ,
Paul Campbell [ goqqline breakers.
Murray Paulson
Betty and Mel Rankin  All the Dirty Work

On The Cover Isa monage of archival images. Galileo and one of his first sketchs of the moon is from Sid-
ereus Nuncias, 1610, The background is an engraving of the northern constellations by British
mapmeker Philip Lea, 1686, On October 31, 1992 the Viitean finally acknowleved thar the
Roman Catholie Church had wrongfully condemned Galifeo 359 veary ago. Story page I::nEd
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When | first joined the RASC in the fall of 1987, Peter Ceravolo was president of the
Edmonton Centre. He and other members of the council struck me as being so
knowledgeable about astronomy that it scared me. 1 felt that | could never learn
enough about astronomy to be trusted with a position on council. It's now 19923 and
I have learned that being on council has only something to do with astronomy and a
lot to do with being willing to help.

The RASC is more than just a hobby club or a social gathering. Tt's aboul learning
and about teaching. We learn more about astronomy for ourselves; then we teach
others what we have learned through our meetings, observing sessions, star nighis,
workshops and other related activities. Starting with the purchase of a new computer
system through casino money, we have made a commitment to expand these areas as
part of our public education program. This is where being willing to help comes in,
not just as a member of council, but also as a member of the RASC. We are often
called upon to make short presentations and provide a few people with telescopes
for interested groups. Consider bringing your telescope out; it's a lot of fun, and
people are impressed by any knowledge you have. Sometimes we are asked to provide
a display for a hobby or science show. Again, consider volunteering for a few hours
to help spread information about the RASC and astronomy.

The biggest payoff in giving your time is to yourself. If you're new to the RASC it
helps  you become acquainted with other members. In my case, it increased my
confidence about my abilities as an organizer - so much so that someone thought I'd
make a good president someday. At one time, my response would have been "Oh,
no! Not me!”™ Now, I am president, and I have two years to show that being willing
to help is a most important facet of being a member of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada.

Sylvia Smith

ﬂWM@ This year's telescope making award went to Shilee Adamson for
: her lovely 30 cm. Newtonian - now all she needs is a clear sky!

The observers” award was presented to David Goldingay for his 500 plus solar ob-
sarvations complete with field sketches, nice work David, Merit awards were also
presented to Bob Drew, Brad Richens, and Murray Paulson for their three outstand-
ing telescopes. The centre’s reputation for having excellent telescope makers was
once again well lived up o this year. -Ed.
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