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..... editorial

hanks to the thousands

of STARDUST readers
who filled out the reader
survey last June. The resulis
of it have been reflected in
this issue. There were several
3 interesting suggestions.
To"lanley in east Edmonion”
I wouldn't hold my breath
waiting for a2 "Nude observer of the month"
centerfold (unless you would care to be the first),
The three main things the survey indicated were
Ihat most members wanl to see more photographs
{this is fine with me but they will have to be very
good quality), the April fool's issue will continue,
and there will be a lot more cheap shots at Paul
Campbell { this is fing with me but they will have
to be very cheap). To my slight disapointment
humor did not rank very high on the survey, bui
then f am the Editar, so we shall seel,

People ask me " When is your deadline for
STARDUST?" Well there is no deadline. That
does not mean that you can pive me articles right
to the last minute; it means quite the opposite. |
am receiving so much material 1 am basically
working @ month ahead. This issue is going to
press tomorrow, and T have already started the
layout for the October issue — there are four articles
in progress,

STARDUST is a newsletter, so news and
Centre business obviously get priority, Next comes
articles that are time sensitive, followed by things
like book reports that can be held on file, The last
things 1o go into an issue are fillers such as cartoons.
BUT!, if some very organized person gives me an
article a month in advance I am not happy about
bumping it menth after month to accommodate
someone who gives me time sensitive material at
the last second. PLEASE try to plan ahead even

if you phone to say you mmght submit an article
that is dependent on the weather, Also I refuse to
bump an article more than twice, so if you were
told that the izsue is full and then it comes out
with a book report that you feel didn't need 1o be
there, the reason it is there is likely that it was
given to me three months ago. It is unfair to
contributors for me to sit on an arlicle for more
than three months. And of course I also have to
edlit for peneral content so that we include everything
from telescope making to cosmology. So with
that in mind keep up the good work, We have a
newsletier that we all can be proud of, and |
theroughly enjoy turning it out!

["ve got fo go now the guys are here to
resiock the bar in the STARDUST limo,

Randy Pakan
STARDUST Editor
11133-19 ave. Edmaonton , Ta] 425
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I would tell you what these three are doing,
but you would never believe me! Ask them.

On the Cover 1sa photo of the refractor commitee; Bob, his brother Dave, and his other brother
Dave. These "refractor snobs” are dressed according to their dress code for people wanting to use the
new Centre Starfire (jacket and tie are mandatory, hats must be tweed, and parts are optional). Story on

page ten,
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MARTIN LOUIS ADAMSON

1926 - 1993
Edmonton Centre members were saddened to leamn of the untimely death on August 26, 1993 of
Centre Vice-President Shirlee Adamson’s husband, Martin Adamson.

Whether Martin was making a custom telescope trailer, or finishing beautiful telescopes, or building
a patio observatory - all for Shirlee - Martin, a retired executive, was continually supportive of his
wife Shirlee’s interest in astronomy, Many members personally remember Martin as the gracious
and gentlemanly host of the last two Summer Solstice functions at their spacious acreage. At
Alberta Star Parties, Centre observers naturally gravitated to Martin and Shirlee's friendly and
welcoming trailer. Martin also left his mark in local telescope making circles. A true craftsman,
he raised the standard of finish on the superb telescopes he assisted in making.

The Executive and membership of the R.A.S.C. Edmonton Centre extend to Shirlee and her family
their very sincere and genuine sympathy.
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n behalf of the Edmonton Centre I wish to offer our condolences to Centre Vice President
Shirlee Adamson on the loss of her husband Martin, We all shall miss him deeply.

I hope you all had a good summer of observing. The Perseids were quite spectacular, and
we should be seeing some photographs of them in the near future. Unfortunately, my plans to
attend the Mt. Kobau star party went awry when my car chose to blow its engine outside
Airdrie. All of you who went-- [ don’t want to hear about the clear skies and great seeing. |
want to hear that it rained, then snowed and was generally awful for observing.

We have several things to look forward to in the next ten months of meetings. We have
some beautiful new scopes that various members have built so look for a show and tell session
in October or November. Of course, our new refractor bought with casino money should be
operational by the time you read this newsletter. Ye are also re-committing ourselves to provide
talks on basic astronomy for the new mwmbers of the Centre. If you have any suggestions, pass
them on to me or someone on council. We will do our best to Oblige.

Sylbia Swith #56-467#

Proposal for Funding of a Graze Expedition

Motion: That the Edmonton Centre provide funding of $1500 maximum to help cover the costs of
transportation for an expedition as requested by the International Occultation Timing Assoc. This
expedition will attempt to ohserve a graze occultation of ZC 646 during the total Junar eclipse Nov. 28,
Records of expenses will be kept and submitted to the Centre. Any unused funds shall be retumed to the

Edmonton Centre of the RASC. Proposed by Russ Sampson
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