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don’t have too much to say for this month's message. Attending school full-time and taking
care of my family doesn’t leave much time for observing or for writing President’s messages.

There are some exciting things in the offing for this winter’s meetings. There is an
excellent chance of David Levy's visiting Edmonton in January, and we hope to help sponsor a
special talk by him. We are also looking at bringing in some other exciting speakers from
outside the Centre. We'll let you know more as we are able to make arrangements.

We have struck an organizing committee of sorts to make a formal presentation to the 1994
General Assembly on our bid to host the 1996 GA. If you are interested in helping please call
me. We're at more of a brainstorming stage right now, but anyone’s contribution is greatly

appreciated.
Syloia Smith 1564614

Edztar Iﬂf I'm going to be brief this month because I want to free up some room for an article 1
wrote about Buck Mountain. Many newer members don't know we have this wonderful site. 1hope that
this article will help them discover it, and the older members rediscover it; it’s an article that is long over
due,

With the exception of book reviews we have now canght up on the summer backlog of articles.
So put fingers to keyboard or pens to paper and get creative! (Note that we have a short deadline this
month because of Turkey day). Let's hear from some of the new members, tool

-Randy Pakan STARDUST Editer 11133-19 ave, Edmonton, T6J 47.5

T Shirts J‘iﬂ}?ﬂne iy am proposing that the RASC Edmonton Centre bankroll the purchase of
100 to 200 T shirts and swealshins promoting the Edmonton Centre. The cost (which will be recouped
upon sale) will be between 51000 and $2000. A portion of the funds will be prepaid in the November
and December meetings. 1 am in the process of choosing a supplier and soliciting the artwork (which
should be in three colors.) Submit your designs to Murray Paulson by the November meeting at the
absolute latest. The design must include the words RASC Edmonton Centre and must not have the year
on it. The T shirt committee will choose the desipn and the winner will receive a complementary shin,
Orders for the shirts will be taken at both the November and December meetings, Your design or shirt
order may also be mailed to; Murray Paulson, Ph. 459-1168

11 Gladstone Cr.

St. Albert Albertu,

T8N 0Ws,

On the Cover isa photo of Amold Rivera, who has been a member of the Edmonton Centre
for several years. He doesn't always make it out to the observing site every month, but I'm willing to bet
we will see a lot more of him now that he has finished building his fwo telescopes. Yes that's right; he
wasn't content in just building a 13°; he also buiit a 17.5" at the same time! Not only has he done a
superb job on hoth of these beauties, but this is his first telescope-making project. Well done Arnold!
Story on page seven,
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COntenfs October 1993
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE -I
Observer's Corner -By Paul Campbell 3

Observing at the High Divide -8y Dave Clyburn 5
Taking astronomy to new heights,

Book Review  ORIGINS: The Lives and Worlds C)

-By Alister Ling of Modern Cosmologists
By Alan Lightman and Roberta Brawer

Telescope Making 7
The Dynamic Dou. -By Arnold Rivera
Back to Buck Mountain -By Randy Pakan 9

Did you know that we have third cbserving site?

Starcrossed . -|
Astronomy Crossword Puzzlea  -By Russ Sampson

Odds & Ends ] 3
Map to Buck Mountain -8By Randy Pakan - 4

A ninty minute drive to great observing.
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B oy, at first you could not ask for any better
conditions. The night of the official observing
session saw the sun setting with absolutely no trace
of cloud in the sky. The sunset was a deep red,
indicating fair weather, What is that old saying?
"Red sky at night, sailor's delight."

Anyway, a lot of the regular observers chose
that night to go on a "back to Buck” expedition, so
ithere were not the usual numbers that showed up
al Waskahegan. But those who did also enjoyed
very transparent skies, Alister Ling's new "loaner
scopes” were put to good use as Ishmael Flores
brought out the Center’s new 8" Coulter loaner
scope. Sherry Macleod has also taken out one of
the Astroscan telescopes, and though she did not
take it to the observing site, she has been using it
at home and is pleased with its performance, even
from the city.

I was also amazed that Mel Rankin brought out
his son again. His son's name is also Mel Rankin,
When this occurs it simplifies my writing as it is
easy to remember names. T can just wrile "Mel
drove his car out to the site, then Mel set up his
telescope and Mel observed several objects. Mel
packed it up at about 1:00 in the moming,” There,
that was a simple sentence to write, with no
confusion,

Richard Vanderberg also showed up with his
10" Schmidt Cass. Richard uses a computer guiding
system on his scope that is the same as the one on
the club's new 7" refractor, Where were you Richard
when we were (rying to figure out how to use the
club’s computer? Anyway Richard showed me some
of the globular clusters that he enjoys looking at,
and he found them using the computer. I must say
that of all the computers on the markel, ones like
Richard’'s and the R.A.5.C."'5s seem to be very
accurate and easy to use, even if they only work at
night when vou don't really need one.

CORNER

by Paul Campbell

As mentioned bhefore, the night was very
transparent. 1 thought it would be just great for
observing galaxies. We only had one problem.
Apparently there is some sort of drilling for oil
or gas or whatever you drill for going on at
Waskahegan. Other than a small amount of noise,
this would not have been a problem as the rig is
out of sight from the observers. Unfortunately,
the rig experienced something called a loss of
circulation. Tam not sure what this technical term
means except that it means they need a lot of
trucks going through our observing site. About
every 15 to 20 minutes another truck would come
through the parking lot with every light on the
truck turned on. This really made it hard on the
observers who were there as you would just start
to be fully dark adapted just to have it blown
away by the next passing truck.

In spite of this I did manage to get some good
ohservations myself. One of the things 1 like about
having a 12.5" telescope is that it has enough
aperture to allow me Lo see most everything on
Sky Atlas 2000.0, and every once in a while it
also allows me Lo see things that are not plotted
on Uranometria. Anyway, with all the white light
going on I was just looking at objects plotted on
Sky Atias 2000.0 when I decided to go after a
ealaxy known as NGC 672. NGC 672 is a very
bright and large galaxy, and while T was enjoying
this I also managed to see another large palaxy,
this one much fainter. It turned out to be L.C.
1727, and together in the same eyepiece view
they were lovely galaxies to observe. Both were
very large with about the same dimensions, but
the 1.C. is much tougher to see in spite of the fact
that there is anly about a .9 magnitude difference.
This is a fine example of the effects of surface

brightness on deep-sky objects.
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For our next observing session T will be sure to
scout out Waskahegan before we go out there. |
hope that the drilling rig will have pulled out and
that we can again quietly observe to our hearts'
content. If the drilling is still going on 1 will make
an announcement at our next meeting and move
the observing site out to Blackfoot; otherwise, we
should meet once again at Waskahegan. &

Clear Skies

Paul Campbell
Observing Coordinator
433-1516
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NGC 672 and IC 1727, from page 92 Uranometria
20000, Copyright 1987-588 by Willmann-Bel,Inc.
Used with permission,
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