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ot too much to write about this month. T haven't been out observing. (Falling asleep at 9pm makes it

hard to go out). Plus it seems that school has a nasty habit of interfering with my "social” life. Any-
way I was glad to hear that several observers made their way to Buck Mountian. T just wish they would
stop bugging me to go out there, too. 1t's hard enough for me to drive back from Waskahegan (once |
had ﬂ;: turn my radio up really loud and drive with the window open so that the cold air would keep me
awake).

We are planning another members’ scope night for the future. 1t seems there is more telescope
building than I previously knew about. If you are in the process of building a telescope, or have recently
finished one, let me know and 1I'll put you in the speakers’ chair. David Levy may be confirmed by the
time you read this for the weekend of January 21st. If you haven't heard him before he is iruly
inspirational, Calpary Centre has also been in touch to set up a speaker exchange, so we'll see what we
can arrange.

Finaily, if you have been coming to meetings you've seen and heard me hawking the RASC
calendars. They contain beautiful photographs by the likes of John Myrile and Rajiv Gupta. 1f you are
an out-of -town member you can buy one by sending me $7.00 (includes postage) . They includs Moon
rise and Moon set times along with the Moon's phases and are great for noting the observing window.

Dr. Gordon Rostoker is the guest speaker for the December meeting; his talk is entitled ™ Awrora.”
It is guaranieed to be a good one. Clear Skies.

fﬂm Smith  9335-176 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta, TSZ 2C4

Editorial Mel Rankin has written an excellent article on the early days of Buck Moeat=n It
should have preceded my arlicle that we ran last month, but Mel decided to write it only after he ‘=wmed
that there is a "Buck Revival.” Mel and Betty have put in hundreds of hours working on STARDUST
over the years, so 1 was quite pleased to find this in my mailbox, Will I see yours next monts Seity?

Roger Fell has put the wheels in motion to link us up with other Centres in Canada via co=puter
networking. ['m happy that he has done this because although we have a modem for STARDUST  has
been totally frustrating trying to get it up and running, and if you don’t enjoy doing a voluniesr job why
doit? Roger is a computer expert, and I've only been at it for nine months, so if he or any other member
wints to be the centre contact by all means PLEASE DO 50!

I would like to apologize for the typos in last month's issue. That's what happens when yoo finish a
layout at three in the moming the night before going to press. For those of you who didn't notice them,
there weren't any.

As [ mentioned last month we are no longer backed up with articles, so if at press time | 2m left
staring at a blank page in STARDUST 1 will insert one of my own articles that 1 have on filz [ just
wanted that to be understood because 1 don't want anyone thinking that I'm putting my own work in
ahead of others’. See you next monih,

-Randy Pakan STARDUST Editor 11133-19 ave. Edmonton, T6J 47.5

On the Cover isacomputer drawing I did. It is a composite of sketchs and scanned images. |
spent one evening working the phones looking for an early photo of the "Buck” gang to go with Mel's
article. Several people said they would look and get back to me -- nobody did. Nice article Mel! -Ed.
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his month, we had two observing sessions
between meetings. This was due to the Moon

doing what it normally does and because of
Thanksgiving Day.

The first observing weekend found the observers
gathering at Blackfoot. The night showed some
promise; however, the aurora flared up. It was not
a particularly exciting aurora; in fact, in this writer's
opinion, aurora such as this night's should be made
illegal by an act of Parliament. The aurora was
only an amorphous blob of light wiping out the
deep-sky objects for an hour and a half.

In spite of this we managed to get a good
observation of comet Mueller. This night it was a
bright fuzzy ball with a well-defined central nucleus.
On better nights, we were also able to see a faint
fan-like shape. Estimates of the brightness are
between 9th and 10th magnitude.

Usually 1 get into trouble whenever [ go deep-
sky observing. The trouble started when I was
admiring Amold Rivera's new 13" telescope. While
I was talking to Arnold about its construction, a
visitor named Joanne Elniski was looking into it.
How can I put this delicately--Joanne comes in &
concise package. While looking at the telescope, |
noticed thal the telescope was quite compact. With
my usual sensitivity, I voiced the opinion "Boy,
that's a short guy." On hearing this, Joanne tumed
around and informed me in no uncertain terms
that she was a woman!

Joanne was accompanied by her husband Terry
and their son Roy. Roy was very interested in
everyvthing he saw through the telescopes that night.
Could it be that we actually have a complete family
who is interested in astronomy? [See "Score One
for Astronomy” page ten. ]

Sherry MacLeod made one of the classical mistakes |

that night. Sherry was using one of the Astroscans
that is available for public use and by RASC
members. Having heard that Alister Ling was
able to ohserve all of the Veil Nebula, we thonght
we would try it as well. This involved using a
UHC filter, but the night was not good enough,
Instead, we turned the scope toward the Pleiades.
The Astroscan is perfect for this type of objecL.
After a concentrated observation, Sherry noticed
that a faint star was exceptionally green. When
she pointed this out to me, I noticed that all the
stars were green. Removing the UHC filter solved
this problem.

Randy also showed up with his 16" F/5. He
showed us one of his favorile objects, Sh2-157.
Randy’s telescope showed that this fzint nebula
extended over a very large portion of the sky,
much more than what is shown in Uranometria.
{The above paragraph has been edited for accuracy. ]
I am sure the previous paragraph did not appear in
Stardust as written, due to extensive editing. [Paul
surely you didn't expect me to print such
falsehoods? ?? Remind me later please to smack
you up-side the head. ]

The next weekend was the official weekend and
several observers met at Waskehegan This weekend
the sky was much better part of the ume, as we
were forced to observe between cloods. (Clouds
during new Moon should also be made illegal be
an act of Parliament.)

I am pleased to announce that Shirlee Adamson
showedp up with her new scope, “Teddy.” Shirlee
had a great time re-acquainting herself with NGC
7331 and the night-time sky in general.

I managed to take out both the Club 17" telescope
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