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i ,..editorial

. eing the incredible observers that you are,
. you by now have noticed that STARDUST
..t hasa new look to it this month. One thing
that T have learned in my 90 years® experience in
the publishing industry is a small newsletter such
as this one can gquickly become static and stale
looking. So inorder to avoid this 1 plan on constantly
making changes, (What else did you expect from a
person who built nine telescopes in six years?)

Bruce McCurdy joins the STARDUST express as
our new Observing Group Coordinator. I've always
enjoyed reading Bruce's work, so I was pleased
to hear that he accepted the position. Bruce isn't
into ultra-deep-sky observing like many of the past
coordinators, so this will be a nice change along
the same lings that I mentioned about things becoming
static. (Once you have seen one 22 magnitude
planetary you've seen them all, right Larry?)

1 was hoping to gel a better response than what 1
did in regards to having more people becoming
involved with STARDUST. I'll make it real easy
for you; write a couple of sentences introducing
vour topic, then a couple of paragraphs that are
concise and to the point, then finish off with a
closing sentence. Let Dave worry about spelling
and such, As you know I'm a terrible spelier; who
cares, the main thing is to enjoy the hobby!

While on the topic of spelling, our Word Perfect
Spell Checker is rather odd. [t doesn’t acknowledge
the fact that Canadians use the British spelling of
the word "centre” as an optional spelling to the
word "center”. Yet when Arnold used the word

"umpteen” in his article, that was fine, If they
want to be so picky about the spelling of centre, 1
would fove to know exactly where the number
"umpteen" occurs between twelve and twenty?
And if you want a real good laugh just ask Dave
about "Grammar Checkers"; the part I like the
best is if the sentence goes over a certain number
of words it tells you that the sentence is too long!
--s0 much for creative writing.

As mentioned in my September editorial, the majority
of our members indicated in the survey that they
wanted to keep the April fool's STARBUST. So
you have about a month to think aboul your
contribution. If yon would like to participate but
don’t know what to write about, give me a call.
Dave and 1 have been keeping a list of ideas (most
of which originated at the pub after our meelings).
For the new members who aren’t aware of our pub
gathering, it is a "continuation” of our monthly
meeting; we meet at Runway 29 (located across
from Kingsway Carden Mall). There is usually
nbout 2 dozen of us that attend, and as always,
everyone is welcome -- it has been said on many
occasions that this is the best part of our meetings!

As you know, I have been (rying to encourage new
members to contribute to STARDUST, so 1 was
pleased to get an article from Sherry MacLeod
this month -- thank you Sherry! I have also started
a new department this issue, it's called Saftware
Review.

There are two early morning objects right now,
Jupiter and Murray Paulson. Murray will keep us
updated with Jupiter's progress -- who else is crazy
enough to go observing at 6am? See page four.

NEWSFLASH! The data from the Graze Expedition
has been analyzed -- the Moon is half a degree in
diameter!....Honest

-See you next month.
Randy Pakan
STARDUST Editor,

Ph. 437-6532,
11133-19 Ave. Edmonton,
Té] 4Z5

On the Cover Tyler Foster, our Centre "Producer”, looks on as one of Shaw Cable's rechnicians
gives us a demo. Two dozen Centre members are hard at work on our latest project — RASC TV See

President's Message,
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i hope that all of you who attended David Levy's lecture enjoyed it as much as [ did. He

- spoke at a level that all could understand. There were several chih:imn in l_hf! au_du:ncc and
i they seemed to enjoy it as much as the adults did. He had some interesting slides that we
have not seen in any other media that helped explain what a truly unique event comet Shoemaker-

Levy 9 is. He is also a very entertaining dinner guest and we had a good turnout for that.

You'll notice our cover for this month’s
STARDUST. By the time you are reading this
we'll have had several organizational meetings
for producing an astronomy program for Shaw
Cable TV, All of those involved are very excited
at the prospect of learning some new skills, being
creative and having some fun at the same time.
It is not too late if you are interested in getting
involved. Just get in touch with Tyler Foster
our Centre Producer, me, or Gene Sydor (our
contact with Shaw Cable who is also a member
of the RASC). There are many ways of being
involved and we would like to see you there.
But we are moving along very quickly so don’t
doddle.

1 would like to thank Murray Paulson for designing
the Centre T- shirts, and Randy Fakan for drawing
it on the Centre computer. They were not ready
for the January meeting but I have seen the finished
product and I can hardly wait to get mine.
They are reasonably priced and help identify us
as part of an interesting and diverse group.

Murray Paulson and Larry Wood check out
a studip TV camera at our last workshop
at Shaw Cable, Taping starts in March.

The Centre has purchased a spectroscopic eyepiece from Barry Amold to be used at the Deck.
Technically it was purchased by the Space & Science Centre via the donation box.

Remember that next month’s meeting is on Wednesday , March 16th. Our guest 1s National
RASC President, Peter Broughton, I'm sure he'll have some interesting things to talk about on

his visit. <

Clear Skies,
fﬁgﬁw& Swith 2564614
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