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une s the month when the weather gets warmer, the birds sing more, the flowers bloom, and
observing comes (o a standstill for a few months. Not to worry, this summer has a few events to look
forward 1o,

First is the Edmonton Space and Science Centre 10th anniversary on July 1-3. They have many exciting
activities planned for this special event.

Second is the great Jupiter Comet Crash in mid July. I'm sure Bruce McCurdy has some ohserving
homewaork involving this evenl. Drop down to the ESSC observatery at this time for a Jupiter watch.

Third would have been the Alberta Star Party on the August long weekend However, it has been
postponed until this Labor Day Wesekend. Contact Paul Campbell or Ben Gendre for more information.

The Mount Kobau Star Party is taking place August 10 -14 near Osoyoos, B.C. Hopefully, I can make
it this year (I just have to find someone with a reliable vehicle).

Other events are happening but I don't have any confirmed dates at time of writing. Star Dust, the
television scries, is slated for some tapings this month. Contact Tyler Foster or Gene Sydor if you want
to participate, Also, 1 heard that Shirlee Adamson was looking forward to hosting another "Midsummer
Debauchery.” Surprisingly (for a debauchery that is ) it is a family event and a good way to
relax before (hose stressful summer holidays.

My last bit of information concerns our relationship with the Edmonton Space & Science Cenlre. We
have started discussions on the various aspects of the relationship the RASC has with them. In order to
keep everything open and to avoid any misunderstandings it has been decided Lo appoint a "liaison
officer” who will act as an intermediary between the ESSC and the RASC. Dave
Clyburn has agreed to assume this role during these discussions. If you would like to make any
contributions to these discussions please contact Dave, who will pass them on Lo Council and 1o the
ESSC. This applies to any concerns about or requests Lo the ESSC, Speaking to Dave first will ensure
that council is informed about any concerns and also helps to avoid any misu nderstandings. I would
like to point oul that we have been enjoying use of this facility for 10 years for our regular meetings. It
is my hope that we can continue our relationship for many more years. r

Have a good summer

Sylvia Swith #56-467¢

On the Cover is a poster I designed to promote the Alberta Star Party; if anyone waould like a copy
to photocapy and distribute give me a call, The map and registration form are on pages 5 and 6. -Ed.

STJ\RDUST pRge 1 [ars 3% (ST h Ry I



STARDUST 3%

parieeran |

Layuurfsrapnms HandyPaﬁcan Proofreading - Dave Clyburn D:s.rrfhur.‘on Eeﬂ'ysndMaIFFEnkm

Contents June, 1994

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE -I
Thera is a right way and awrong way,..........o......

Observer's Corner -By Bruce McCurdy... R e e |
Alberta Star Party Reglsfratlon and Mu:p
Labour Day weekend in Caroline.,. 5

In the Twilight of mv Obserwng Career -By Aligter ng
Just how dark Is dark?.. av 7

Quick Shots: Photos of Anniher Ber:uhtul Homemude Scope 8
Karl Kropf and his 12.5" Newtonian, ... o5 i v

The Palomar Globular Clusiers -a-,r Rcmd',r Pakan Q
A three-year project complsted ..
Jupiter Waich '94 'l '|
The crash of the century By Bruce MCCUITY -« verrieiiiieesersssrassersessessnsnsans
Book Reviews: The Geology of A View of the Universe
Multi-Ringed Impact / : :

By Larry Wood Basins. By P. Spudis By David Malin By Ben Gendre-l 3
Planet Report -y Murmv Paulson
The Planets this summer .. ] 5
An Interview with Cnmet Hunrer and I.ew Purl 3
The last of a 47 part series -By Bruce McCurdy .. R ] 6
How | Measured the Chromosphere -I 8

Got ﬂr‘l",.r' n::’rher Ideas Russ? Bn_.f Paul Campbell...
A SR e T o e ] | STARDUST page 2 [—=4




ceording to R.H. Allen, in Star Mames: Their
Lore and Meaning, there existed "a traditionary
belief of early astrologers that when a comet was [in
Lraco] poison was scattered all over the world." If
so, we're in for a double dose of comet poisoning, a8
the unusual conjenction of Comets McMaught-Russell
and Takamizawa-Levy was to take place at local
midnight June 8-9 near the star Tﬁuh:m {alpha
Draconis). The end may be near, nonetheless, I'm
soldiering on and writing this column with the
fervent hope that by the time it is published we will
all have miraculowsly survived.

The past month has been a remarkable one, after
which I can anly say I'm proud to be associated with
the Edmanton Centre RASC. There have
been outstanding observations, a tremendous public
outreach, a scientific experiment, and international
acclaim for one of our number,

"The highlight of the month was the partial solar eclipse
of May 10, The fifth such event in Edmonton in the
last six years, this one received additional media
hype ns the eclipse was a central one in the Centre of
the Univ...er, Toronto.

“ITie event was popular at the Observatory, with roughly

1,000 members of the public coming for a peek.
Several of our regular volunteers experienced a rave
"moment in the Sun”, as Kelth Janke, Georpe Graham,
Paul Compbell and Frank Florian were highlighted
in local television coverage. Sherry Macleod proved
she is more than just a Moonshine Girl as she was
featured in an Edmonton Journal photo,

Other members presented the eclipse to the public in
different sertings. Russ Sampson showed it to 200
semiors, while Doug Hube and Janet Couch had 10H)
university studenis on the roof of the Physics
Building, T made a presentation to about 150 elementary
students at Kevin's school, using mylar glasses,
welder's filters and a pinhole projector. The favourable
response 1 received from the youngsters was most

gratifying.

Back at the Observatory, Paul timed the Moon's
passage from the edge of the chromosphere to the
photosphere in 5.67 seconds (see page 18). According
to caleulations by Russ, this indicates the chromosphere
wag gmonnd 1100 ki deep, within the accepted range
of this variable feature, For his efforts, Paul receives
this month's first Sirus Observer Award (Real Actual
Honest-to-Goodness Scienee Category). Despite
Paul’s aversion to lunar observing, I note that during
a solar eclipse the Moon is blacker than the darkest
Barnard nebula,

Eclipse lovers got an encore on May 24, when the
Moon rose partially obscured by Earth's shadow.
Although in some ways a prettier event, the
lunar eclipse received little publicity. However,
about 100 people showed up at the Obscrvatory on a
beautifully clear, balmy evening (must have been a
full Moon), After the shadow had retreated, many
people stayed around as the eight volunteers treated
them to views of Jupiter, Venus and Mercury.

The last ohserving session of the season took place
at Blackfoot on May 14th. A doeen observers turned
up For what turned out to be a mediocre, if pleasant,
night of observing. Several people tracked down
Pluto, including Ben Gendre in his 8-inch 5CT and
the club 17 1/2. We haltheartedly took up Astronomy
magazine's Charon challenge; the tiny moon was at
maximum elongation and theoretically visible in a
large scope. The sceing didn’t support our attempt -
although Larry (2x) Wood claimed he could drive a
truck through there,

During my travels I stopped for some time at the 10-
inch SCT of Barry and Terry Monay, On the heels
of Richard Vanderberg's excellent article on compater-
aided telescopes, T was most impressed (o see their
system in action, The scope swept up M8, NGC
5634, and Pluto in a matter of seconds, I may yel be
forced to change my mind about CATs,

[ spent the night looking primarily at the extremes
of our solar system: tiny Mercury basking in the
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