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56 pm, July 20, 12.5" Newtonian at 160x.
Impact segment K (upper right). Europa ar
lenwer left,

-Sherry Macl.eod

9:45 pm, July 23. 14" Schmidt-Cass at 160x.
Impact segments not noted. White oval in 5.
temperate belt,

-Paul! Campbell

945 pm, July 20, 12.5" Newtonian at 147x.
Impact segments KV, A, C, and K. Small
spot beside K may be M.

-Larry Wood

O:dd pm, July 22, 16" Newtonian a1 200,

Impact segments EV, A, and C. 1o and

shadow transif, Note white ovals on NEB.
-Randy Pakan




Summur is usually the time when astronomers put their telescopes away and actually lead a

normal life. This summer we had the prospect of a comet crashing into Jupiter to keep us
up at night and it didn’t disappoint. T hope you were all as excited as I was when I saw the
impact sites in my six inch Dobsonian from my back yard. For those volunteering at the deck
it was truly a memorable experience as hundreds of people came by each night to witness this
once-in-a-lifetime spectacle. Like some others T tried my hand at sketching this event and had a
lot of fun trying it. 1'm sure we will hear much more of this event at meetings.

The next highlight of my summer was to finally get to Mt, Kobau, Many thanks to Larry Wood
for trunsporting me. Yes I finished my Messier list (as did several other members). [ tried to
take part in the Perseid watch led by Broce McCurdy and Alister Ling but found myself more
likely to fall asleep (must have been the high altitude and thin air), Still, there were many
beautiful fireballs, and thanks o Alister 1 was able to record a meteor on film. Even with the
haze from the forest fires the skies at Kobau showed so much more than we see here. Looking
at the Milky Way will never be the same again. Oh yes, I managed to snag the best first time
telescope award (but only because Sharon Tansey left early and didn’t enter her scope). Still, I
really enjoyed myself and hope to make my way there again,

For the next few months council will be "wrestling" with ideas for speakers and talks, 1 would
like to point out that anyone can suggest a topic or even volunteer to do a talk. Just make sure
you talk to me or to someone on council and we'll fit you in.

Finally, a reminder that October's meeting will be on Monday, Oct. 17. Sce you all there!+r
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Dues are Due. Dues are Doe. Dues are Due. Dues are Due. Dues are Due. Duoes are Due. 1r
By Mel Rankin

On the Cover are a few of the sketches of Jupiter that were done by some of our members
during "Crash Week." Although Jupiter was only observeable for a couple of hours after
sunset we always managed to find it at around 7 pm. The best seeing was just after the Sun set
and before the air temperature started to drop. During this "magic hour" the planet showed us
a wealth of detail and its soft salmon colors.  Story page 3.
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lthough Comet Shocmaker-Levy 9 collided with
Tupiter in July, the reverberations were felt on
Earth, throughout the astronomical community
and beyond, Finally, an astronomy spectacular that
met, even exceeded, expectations.

After years of being burned by great predicted events
that fizzled in the eyes of the public - Comets Kohoutek
and Halley come to mind, as docs the Great Perseid
Meteor Storm of 1993 - astronomers were busy
playing down the prospects of the 5-1-9 impact
providing much of a public show. Sure, it was
something for astronomers themselves to get excited
about; whalever happened, we would be sure to leam
something about comets, Jupiter, or hoth, But what
could an amateur or Joe Q). Public expect to see?
The following words appeared in the Jupiter Watch
article in the June issue of STARDUST:

"It appears more and more likely that mest effects
will be quite subtle. Without a large (> 15" ) telescope
and good detector, little is likely to be seen,"

Although these words appeared under my byline, in
my own defence, 1 must point oul that I was directly
guoting project scientists.  (Privately, 1 of course
Emdicted that the comet fragments would cause

uge plumes of material to rise from Jupiter's surface,
leaving immense dark broises that would take weeks
or months to fade.) The scientists” caution was
understandable, especially given the lack of precedent
for such on event, and the uncertainty of such crucial
initial conditions as diameter and density of the
fragments. When done, however, the event
exceaded even the most optimistic projections. Tt
rivalled Rwanda and 0.1, Simpson in the newspaper
and TY news headlines and provoked intensc
public interest in astronomy.

This interest was very much in evidence locally,
Frank Florian and T put on a couple of comet crash
seminars in the Space & Science Centre the first
weekend, which were each attended by about 100
interested persons. The Science Centre's Observatory,

meanwhile, was transformed into Comet Crash Central.
From July 15-24 some 5,400 visitors passed through
the deck for a Jook at Jupiter as well as other
sights in the evening sky. Many stopped for extended
periods to also watch the daily press conferences
which had been videotaped from NASA
Select. For the most part, the project scientists did
an outstanding job, providing an "instant science”
interpretation of events, using everyday analogies
that could be easily understood while in the mpin
avoiding jargon. It was especially nice to see the
comet's co-discoverer, the RASC's own David Levy,
providing frequent reports of the activities of the
Omateur community.

At first it seemed as if these conferences would be
the focus of attention. The reaction of the project
scientists to the first view of the A fragment impact
site put to rest the image of the cold, calculating,
emoationless professional astronomer, as sleeve-worn
emotions ranged from sheer jubilation to witer disbelief,
with exultation carrying the day. The superh Hubhle
Space Telescope image had to be dramatically
enhanced to show the dark sploich, however, and
those of us wilh small ground-based telescopes had
little reason for optimism. By Monday, however,
the G frngment created such a splash - the HST imaoge
showed what appeared to be a huge crater on Jupiter!

1 had planned a rare night off, but when the clouds
cleared off around 14:00 1 rushed over to the
Observatory. There was a good crowd of people
around the five telescopes, so [ ook my spot at the
end of the line. The first scope is a C-8 (8-inch
Schmidr-Cassegrain), and right away [ discerned o
dirk marking at sbout the right spot where the impact
site should be, Before 1 got too excited, 1 thought
"maybe it"s n shadow wansit,” One of the interpreters
alzo said this, but a quick check of the Observer’s
Handbook indicated a transit of Ganymede's shadow
had ended about an hour earlier, and nothing else
was happening that could possibly explain the dark
smudge excepl the impact aftermath,  "Thal's
it!" I squealed in excitement and sheer disbelief,
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