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feel really encouraged after aitending the G.A. commillee meeting lwo weeks ago, So much is
already underway that this overwhelming event doesn’t seem so overwhelming any more!

Howard Gibbons, Val Ling, and the committee are to be congratulated as the agenda is pretty well set for
the three days of the assembly. Tour plans are well underway, with brochures being gathered from
various sourses and with the riverboat a definate possibility now, makes for a nice variety of trips. The
Banguet is set for the Delta Edmonton Centre Suite Hotel in Eaton Centre. Even the menu is being
dicussed (ostrich anyone? - Franklin, ger real!).

Our Hogg lecturer has been confirmed in the person of Werner Isreal, what a plus for us! Linda Forbes
is finalizing accommodations at Lister Hall and also the meeting rooms, both at the University, Publicity
is being prepared for the G.A. in Winsor. They are even dicussing a childern’s room as a baby-sitting
BEIVICE,

Both Howard and Val are in need of extra pairs of hands for the many tasks vet to be done and to help out
during the event itself, Be one of the "good guys or gals” and volunteer your services. It will be much
appreciated!

C IR T FR
I have been asked to mention with glowing praise, the efforts of my "MAIN-DANCE-MAN PAKAN"
not only for his tricky footwork on the dance floor, but fot the excellent job he's doing with this fine
publication,., Thumbs up! (Was that O.K. Randy?) %

May Dark clear skys Lift your spirits!

ShirLee Adamson

[ My shoes are siill smoken! We make a great
team on the dance floor. Have you ever riden on
the back of a Hog? - R

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to :
pakanr@gcog.ualberta.ca

Or by Snail Mail to : Randy Pakan, Geography Department, 3-91 Tory Building
University of Alberta. TeG 2H4

On the Cover is an illustration showing M53 and NGC 5033, I'm using it to introduce
one of this this month's articles. Last month we featured Barry Arnold's 16" Dobsonian; this
month to show the other side of the coin we are featuring the Astro-Physics 4.7" refractor.
Alister shares his observations with us in an article intitled "Small Scope Universe" (Part one).
You'll find it on page seven.
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he last dark sky observing window of the

winter season has passed, providing precious
little oppor-tunity for observing. Both observing
weekends were wiped out by cold and/or clouds,
while many observers were themselves wiped out
by colds andfor flu. We are now down Lo two
remaining new Moon windows during the
prime spring season before our dark skies are
expropriated by the year's "central obstruction”
otherwise known as perpetual twilight.

Canadian amateur astronomers were recently in
the news when a group of observers based at St.
Mary's University in Halifax reported the discovery
of a supernova in NGC 2726 near the nase of the
Great Bear. The supernova was the first reward
of a group search using a Computer-Aided Telescope
(sorry, guys, you're disqualified for the Supernova
Discovery Cerificate!), and came after a mere 55
hours of searching northern galaxies. Like true
amateurs, the group soldiered on even on the night
of discovery, looking for more. For those with
large aperture telescopes looking for a new chalienge,
the 13th magnitude galaxy is located at right
ascension 9h 4.9 minules; dec 59 degrees 56°.
Recent estimates place the supernova, located 2
arc seconds east and 1 second south of the core, at
mag 14.7 and likely fading; by way of comparison,
there is a mag 14.9 foreground star located 20°
west and 15" south,

CHALLENGE OF THE MONTH: An easier
target for medium sized scopes i3 a supernova
recently discovered in NGC 2962 in Hydra, about
10 degrees southwest of Repgulus, On March 1,
Lamry Wood observed the puest star that he estimated
al mag 12.5, about one and a half arc minutes 5.5.E.
of the core of the similarly bright galaxy.

Roger Fell has been following last month's

homework assignment, the variable star R Leonis,

ohjects, preferably in pairs! In

as il rises towards maximum. He observed a rapid
threefold brightening between March 3 and 6, on
which latter date he estimated it to be about mag
7.5. The striking red star should continue to brighten
to naked eve visibility before month's end. Roger
is planning to maintain a light curve for this well-
placed target, a very worthwhile project
for any budding variable star observer.

This month's observing tip comes from Jim Comish,
who has been observing Mars regularly during its
opposition. Jim notes that the best views that he
has had came during an evening of heavy haze.

Although such conditions offer poor transparency
and are not good for observing fainter or nebulous
objects, bright objects can shine through under
extremely steady seeing conditions. Joanne and I
noted similar fine seeing for both the Moon and
Mars during a hazy, unpromising Sunday evening
at the Observatory.

The night was a write-off as far as deep sky observing
was concerned, but we were well rewarded for
our efforts to open up the deck by fine views of
our closest neighbours,

For those of you who missed the annual banguet,
the tradition of the Observers' Group Brownie
Badge has been maintained. Although presented
in a light hearted vein, the awards typically go to
dedicated observers. This ycar was no exception,
as two of our most accomplished all-sky observers
were recopnized, Like Larry, I have trouble singling
out one individual, so | selected two observers
who each were two-time nominees for the coveled
Sirius Observer Award.

Larry can never seem to get enough. An avid
deep sky observer, Larry loves to observe faint
the past year his
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