


AS you probably are now aware, 1 was unable to preside at the April meeting due to a trip to
Hong Kong that came up quite suddenly ( just a little misunderstanding with Internal Revenue —
I understand Hong Kong does not have extradition laws relative to Canada). Alister Ling, our
Vice President, would normally take over, but he tells me he has become involved in a UFO cult
that will not allow him to consort with nonbelievers. So I called an agency and they sent
someone out to preside in my stead. She apparently has had some experiences with the law so
she should be well up on parlimentary procedure; thus, I am confident the meeting will 2o

without a hitch,

I am a bit troubled about her inguiry as to what kind of artillery we keep in the compound. She
must have been referring to the telescopes available -- [ know Tony Gardner always refess ©
our Dobsonians as "cannons” ...ahh, that must be what she is referring to!

May dark, clear skies remind you that thoezn
the sky is dark, the stars are somew hess |
leave you with this profound thosze o

~Shirlee Adamson

Flashback Corner

Take a guess at who the chickie is in the phoso 1«
the left. "Come up and seize me sometime fellas

I

A guick editor’s note

My home (if you can call it that) phone number
this month is 432-7826, but I'm rarely thers; call
me at my work number or at STARDUST Central
(492-0344). Paul has kindly donated an answening
machine for the STARDUST office -- thanks bl

-Randy
ON THE COVER. While on a shoot in the river valley I was stunned to see this UFO come Ting
down the vallev. As any good photog would have done I automatically started shooting withoss sven

thinking about it. Rather than the usual whirring noise a UFO makes this one was playing the Somes at
a volume that made by socks roll up and down, More UFOs pager 14 - Ed
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$ Tax Free Observing? $ ¢ $

Since | started my own company, my accountant informed me that | can use my own
vehicle and charge the company up to 27 cents a kilometer. The good part of this idea
is that this money is tax free. | guess the government allows me to use this money for
wear and tear on my vehicle, hat about wear and tear on my telescope?

As of now | will be charging 27 cents a kilometer for looks through my telescope. My
prices will break down as follows:

TREMOON e mhiims s s i $101,623.68

Pluto (at opposition)........cccoeeeereeecercceaeereesesessss $1,556,874,000.00

L g T p 1S bSO SE K b  RERE S $35,760,826,000,000,000.00

IS L ih it i AT ol sty s $6,081,871,300,000,000,000.00

| e e A L My S $8,173,903,100,000,000,000,000.00

I'm keeping track of all the observations logged on my scope for decutions on my next
income tax return. | hope to see you at my telescope very soon!

Paul Campbell
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All of us who are members of the Edmonton RASC have some real nice equipment at our
disposal. There is the 7" Starfire Refractor, the elub 18" Dobsonian, the club loaner scopes and various
and sundry equipment. 1 have prepared some special advice for any of you who may want to use this
wonderful equipment. There will eventually come a time when you make that big OOPS! Here are a few
words to remember for just that occasion:

I didn’t break it.

It was like that when I found it.
1 didn’t do it.

Larry must have done it.

These words really came in handy at Fort Nelson and have always worked for me. They just
might da it for you. %

-Rust Simpson
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April Fools" MNight at Blackfoot 2, and the universe
is once apain unfolding as it shouldn't, but does
anyway. A promising early evening sky has been
polluted by yet another all-sky auroral blowout,
and it looks like the joke is again on the group of
observers gathered at the so-called "dark site."

I follow my usual route o the site, daydreaming
about the splendours of tonight's heavens, 1 have
once again left my scope at home, intending to do
some serious deep-sky observing with my
10x50 binocculars. A litile past Vegreville, I divine
that 1 may have once again missed the turnoff, so T
double back, I roll my windows down, allowing
the distant but unmistakeable peal of ShirLee
Adamson’s laugh guide me home,

A few minutes after my arrival, Randy Pakan roars
in on his new Harley-Davidson Fat Boy (see
editarial}, his 16-inch reflector strapped to his back.
Randy is nonplussed by the aurora, but sets up
onyway for o quick peek at an old friend, Pakan's
3. To his dismay, Randy observes that the stars in
hiz asterism have rearranged themselves from a
number "3" into a "25", in honour of their new
moniker, Herringbone 25. Such is the astronomical
impact of the comprehensive new catalogue, Phil
Herringbone’s Objects, NOT YOURS! (PHONTY)

As the aurora kicks up yet again, Randy concludes
that his fellow astronomers are really rather a boring
lot, not to mention not so pretty to Iook at in the
harsh white light of the aurora. He decides to throw
in the towel early, reasoning that the nightlife might
be more interesting on Whyte Avenue, However,
as the roar of his bike recedes to the noth, so does
the aurora in immediate response to Randy's sclfless
human sacrifice, [I've heard of people having a
little black cloud follow them around, but for the
aurora (o do so is cruel and unusual punishment
for an observer.

ShirLee is still on hand, and is delighted to tell me
that she has swepl up one of the objects on her
personal challenge list, the Orion Nebula
(Herringbone 42). ShirLec now has a mere 107
objects remaining for her Herringbone Certificate.

As usual, Paul Campbell is present, although minus
his scope on this occasion. [t seems he has managed
to lose the key to the storage shed (and behieve
me, some of this article I didn't even have 1o make
up!). However, Paul adapts quickly (o his temporary
parasite status, commandeening any available scope
for a peek at his home galaxy, the beauvtiful edpe-
on known as The Needle (Herringbone
4565). Paul continues to assiduously avoid anvthing
in his "near Barth catalogoe”, including the Moon,
planets, asteroids, stars, and pretty much everyihing
within the Milky Way. FPaul prefers to
observe more dynamic events, such as waiching
distant galaxies rolate once every quarter billion
YEars or 50,

Larry Hotton is on hand with & loaner scope from
Meade-iocre Instruments, [t scems that the [0-
inch Schmidi-Cassegrain that Larry recently
purchased from Meade-iocre had intractable
focussing problems, Larry has been assured of a
relatively quick turnaround time - about 1-2 vears
for repair or replacement, but has been provided
with an eight-inch Newtonian to scratch his observing
ilch in the interim. This one merely has intractable
balancing problems, which Larry has corrected by
judicious deployment of a couple of hockey pucks,

Barry Nonay, one the other hand, is showing off
his new 12.5- inch Sell-estron reflector. He oblained
this scope after an exceptionally short waiting period
of 3 1/2 years. Barry is delighted with the
performance of his new scope, and has made a
number of interesting discoveries with 1t so far,
such ag a ring around Mars.
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