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I must apologize for the lack of communication between myself and the agency 1 dealt with to
get my replacment for the April meeting. 1 heard that it was unbelievable!! What can 1 say?

On a much brighter note, 1 received a call from a new visitor, Celia F. {1 would fracture her last
name, I'm suore!), to advise me of the wonderful help, friendliness, and welcoming spirit of the
people who man the observatory. Being that the majority of the people are RASC members
{Larry Wood and his merry crew), | must say that I'm very proud of our club. I was delighted
that Celia took the time to phone me, tho when she mentioned that the April meeting was her
first, 1 apologized immediately, It is so nice to know that so many devoted hours volunteered at
the observatory are appreciated. Celia also commented that it was so wonderful to have a place
o go to leam and enjoy the companionship of people who are willing to share their knowledge
and enthusiasm -- free! For people on a limited income, a very much appreciated gift and a very
strong argument for keeping the observatory free of obligatory fees. Keep up the good work! %

May clear, dark skys lift your spirits!

ﬂ—ﬂ/f Z-ﬂf"f.ﬂ / ShirLee Adamson

You're lucky that I'm an insomniae!

With five days left before going to press [ had sweet tweet for STARDUST; and those days included
Saturday and Sunday, days I had reserved for my kids and my squeeze. Thank goodness [ have a list of
hardcore writers that T can lean on to get my sorry butt out of the fire at the last minute, and even then it
meant staying up night after night to do the layout. Thank you Lucian, Alister, Murray, and Bruce for
writing this issue! As for the rest of you, gef with it! Last night I worked on STARDUST untill 1a.m,
and here [ am five hourss later back at it - T am not amused.

Mext month will be even worse; I'm going camping the last week of the month, which is usually the time
that I'm putting STARDUST together. So if I don't have enough material to fill at least half of the June
issue belore T leave, there won't be one. Don’t get me wrong; I'm not ticked off or anything; I love this
job; 1 just need ample time to keep the quality high; I refuse to put out an inferior issue. So if you have
been thinking of writing an article do it now and get it to me in plenty of time. 1've gol a lot of swif to
deal with in my life right now and you can make me a happy camper (quite literally) by not procrastinating
— thanks! ¢ -Randy

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : pakanr@geog.ualberta.ca

Or by Snail Mail te : Randy Pakan, Geography Department, 3-32, Tory Building
University of Alberta, T6G 2H4

On the Cover is an illustration that 1 did in PhotoShop inspired by one af Vera's
earings. The Moon and star are symbols of our observing, and the clouds in the background
are a symbol of eur Centre abserw‘ng nights. And just for the record, yes I did remove the
earing from Vera's ear before running it through the scanner! -Rﬂmf}
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‘Well, our last month for dark sky observing this
season has flown by, although it was a long month
for your Observers’ Group Coordinator, Afier
nursing my son through a bout of the chicken pox,
I broke out in the wretched spots myself several
days later. So 1 was housebound and generally
horizontal for ten days or so, with observing
opportunities reduced to contemplating my navels.
There was one cluster of spots on my right wrist
that closely resembled the Fleiades, while
Markarian’s chain ran down my left arm. The
"low power" view rather resembled one of those
Space Telescope shots of a globular cluster, albeit
considerably less aesthetically pleasing.

As things worked out, both weekends of the observing
window were pretty much a washout anyway. On
the official observing night April 21, persistent
clouds scared away most potential observers, as
only Alister Ling and David Goldingay turned up
at Waskehegan,

David has both his eight-inch Schmidt Cassegrain
scope and his vehicle back in working order, and
intends to make up for lost time with an ambitious
ohserving program this year. He hopes to complete
his Messiers at Mount Kobau this summer, and
has also been actively sketching Mars and the Moon.
On this night, David worked his way through several
of the spring galaxies.

Alister, meanwhile, sat back and did a naked eve

- count of the Lyrid meteors which were peaking
that night. "Count" is something of an overstatement,
however, as in a couple of hours he saw only
one true Lyrid, along with the usual handful of
sporadic meteors,

Saturday night saw a sprinkling of optimistic
observers congregate at Blackfoot. It also

unfortunately saw a sprinkling of rain which soaked
a few lelescopes. The low clouds did not clear
off as quickly as forecast, prompting many observers
to head back to the bright city lights shortly after
midnight. Only Larry Weod, the optimist’s optimist,
stuck around, and later claimed to have had
an excellent night of observing after the Iast of the
human secrifices had made their way home. (Yeah,

sur-re, Larry.)

By mid-week the skies cleared for a couple of nights.
Despile the prospect of an early alarm clock for
work the next morning (for some of us at least),

close to a dozen observers gathered at

Blackfoot on Tuesday night April 25 for a superb
night of observing.

Denis Boucher made excellent progress on his Finest
NGCs, locating, observing and sketching a
remarkable 20 objects on the list over the course
of the evening. Denis is also working on a
more leisurely, long-term project, his own list of
over a hundred planetary nebulae. He has swept
up and sketched planetaries as faint as mag 13.4 1n
his 8" Schmidt-Cassegrain lelescope.

Barry Arnold is also observing many planetary
nebulae through his 16" reflector. Barry shared a
superb view of NGC 6543, the Cat’s Eye Nebula
in Draco. This compact, high surface brightness
object can be located from the city, but a dark sky
view through a superb telescope brings out the
pale blue colour of the nebula. The central star
also displayed a remarkable colour, although we
differed sharply on what we perceived. | saw it as
blue-green, Denis as green, while Barry described
it as a coppery colour. More opinions would be
welcome in this debate; if you have made a comment
in an observing log, or view the object anew, |
would like to hear your impressions.
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