THE HOYAL ASTHONDMICAL SDCIETY OF CANADA
September, 1995




I hope everyone is bright eyed and eager to get back to our meetings after a good
summer. I'm looking forward to hearing about the G.A. in Windsor, and the M.

Kobau and Alberta Star Parties.

Unfortunately I have some very sad news; we losl one of our members in August. Bob
Carson passed away. Mel has a memorial on page three.

Our Summer Solstice Debauchery was well attended and fun was had by all, in spite of a
near tragedy averted by Sherry and Paul, Thanks to Sherry’s good hearing and Paul’s
quick action, I still have my two year old grandson, Miles. He fell into the lake as the
three of us were preoccupied with the paddle boat. Ididn’t hear a thing but Sherry did ,
and Paul jumped in and pulled him -- sputtering, but otherwise O.K. -- out of the water.
I can never thank them enough! 1 was pretty shaken up but in spite of it we all had a
eood time. We even had a Duckweed-slinging free for all. A storm broke out around ten
or we would have done a little star gazing as well.

I have the pleasure of formally announcing the marriage of two of our Centre members.
Randy "Angel" Pakan and Vera "Verone" Ussyk got hitched on August the 26th. Ah
there's a real shine in their eyes -- may it always stay there! Congratulations to you both
and I know all our members join me in wishing you much happiness!

This will be a very busy year for us, preparing for the G.A. to be held here next summer
and dealing with casino funds (we made $48,000 but with the pooling setup we won’t
know the true figure until October. Get your proposals in writing as we will be dealing
with this in the near future. @

May clear, dark skies lift your spirits!
ShirLee Adamson

On the Cover is a photograph that Murray took at the mount Kobau star party at 11:00
Saturday morning. He saw a very prominent sundog and some other subtle details which
appear on the color photo but do not show too well in this black and white version. In the
foreground several tents can be seen but the observers are, of course, siill sound asleep. Story

on page 11,
Nice shot Murray -Ed.
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ROBERT (Bob) CARSON
1948 - 1995

Edmonton RASC member Bob Carson died suddenly on August 9th 1995 as the
result of a tragic fall, He was 47 years old.

Bob Carson’s first contact with the RASC was at a public starnight at the Queen
lilizabeth Planetarium in 1980. He joined that year and was a member for 12
years. Fle was president for 1985 and 86, and his considerable talents ensured a
successful General Assembly for our Centre in 1985. Bob was a keen observer. |
first observed with him in 1980 and we were "observing buddies" for many years,

Bob will be remembered by his many friends in the Edmonton Centre and other
Centres across the country. | am sure we all feel fortunate that our paths crossed.

~Mel

Map to the Edmonton Centre Observing Sites
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Th(: night's observing of 1 Sept., 1994, was
most rewarding: clear, dark, steady skics and
fairly warm, quiet air: no mosquitoes; two young
Great Hnrned Owls paying me their nightly
visits with screeching calls, While waiting
{or some Herschel objects in the 3-5 hour zones
to come up in the East, I began observing along
the Andromeda/Perseus border, having
previously prepared some MegaStar charts.

I settled on the NGC 995 grounp, plotted on
Uranometria chart #62. Itdies about 1.3 deprees
SW of M34, the Open Cluster in Perscuos, and
3 degrees E of the NGC 891 group of galaxies
in Andromeda, most of which I had previously
observed and drawn. It was a very enjoyable
search indeed. I quickly located the field and
then found all the galuxies in the group, plus
some UGC objects not plotted in Uranometria
[another bonus of using MegaStar, which does
plot them].

The circlet of galaxies, within a 13 arc minute
field, comprises 6 galaxies [NGC 993, 996,
999, 1000, 1001, 1005] ranging in magnitude
from 14.5 to 16.0. Two 15.9 mag. UGC galaxies,
2111 and 2135, lie as outriders, one 11 to the
NW and one 14" to the SSE. The whole group
fits mce] y in the 34° figld of my 50mm Plossl
eyepiece. Switching first to 100x and then to

166X cycpiucss, I was able to pick up all the

galaxies of the group, including the faintest,
NGC 1000, listed at 16.0 mag. Admittedly,
with the C11 pushed to the absolute limit -- it
amazes me how faint [ can go with this scope
— there is little by way of any distinguishable
features in such dim, barely perceptible objects.
But viewing the group makes one aware of
the subtle, surprising differences there are
between, e.g. a diffuse, larger galaxy of fairly
bright [!I] magnitude and a smaller, more
condensed one of fainter magnitude. 1 located
all 8 galaxies, i.e. the circlet of 6§ NGC's and
its 2 UGC companions, in about 20 minutes,
then spent some leisurely time on each,
observing and drawing.

Just 3.7 minutes in R.A. East of the group, |
found NGC 1053, a nice 14.0 mag. galaxy
beside an 8 mag. star. UGC 2194, not plotted
in Uranomeltria, is a small 14.6 mag, galaxy,
situated as the apex of an equilateral triangle
South of 1053 and the star.

Listed below are the coordinates, magnitudes
and visual impressions of the members of this
wonderful, challenging group. | would be
glad to hear from anyone who has observed
the Andromeda/Perseus circlet, s

by Fr. Lucian J. Kemble, OF M
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