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It was my pleasure to play host to Father Lucian Kemble when he was here for the November meeting

as the keynote speaker. I have heard him speak twice before but 1 had never met him personally. 1've
always found his talks so informative, interesting, humorous, and inspiring and now that T have met him,
I find that he is all of the above, only more so. I see now why Murray always talks so glowingly about
his friendship with Father Lucian, I hope someday that I will also be counted among Lucian’s friends.

With everyone gearing up for Christmas, time is at a premium, I know, but don't forget your written
proposals for the expenditure of the casino funds, Forming committees of like minds is an excellent way
lo get the proposals prepared. Council would like them in by the end of January or at the February
meeting at the [atest.

Have a wonderful holiday season and [ wish you excellent observing in the new year.
May clear, dark skies lift your spirits!

Shirlee Adamson

Nominations for the 1996 Edmonton Centre RASC Council

At next month's meeting we will be having our annual election of the RASC executive and council.
The nominations commitlee, consisting of Shirlee Adamson, Paul Campbell, and Randy Pakan, recommends
the following people to the positions:

Executive: Portfolio Positions
-President.. .. ees e e irLee Adamson STARDUST distribution......... Mel & Betty Rankin
Vice President.. ... BruCe McCurdy MNew Member Advisor............. Barry Nonay
SECIEIATY . ..cuuiuensissasrianssesnnne LEITY Nonay Public Education Director.......Larry Wood
g (T LTT = O 1 | [ 411 9 1] Equipment Director.................Hen Gendre
Observing Coordinator ...........Bob Drew Librarian / Books.........cce.......Richard Vanderberg
Mational Council Rep..............Franklin Loghde Asst. Librarian / Books...........Sharon Tanscy
STARDUST Head Honcho......Randy Pakan Librarian / Software........c.. Wally Anhorn
Asst. Librarian / Software.......Robbie Anhomn
Social Director..........cceeeei.Shemmy MeCleod
Councillors:

Barry Arnold  Harris Cristian  Dave Clybum  Harold Jacobsen  Murray Paulson

On the Cover is an illustration token from the Observing Handbook and Catalongue of Deep-sky
Ohjects, by Christian Luginbuhl and Brian Skiff. It is the lead-in to an article on page seven, on
observing globular elusters in M31, written by Barry Arnold. The photo, taken by Brian Skiff on
November 2nd 1981, is a 30-minute exposure done with the Lowell 33cm "Plute” camera, Object names
and magnitude sequence from Atlas of the Andromeda Galaxy, Paul Hodge, Crampton et al. 19835,
Lowell Observatory Photograph. If you don't already own this handbook you may want to write a letter
to Santa because as you will see from Barry's amicle it is invaluable when taking on an observing project
like this one. -Ed
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"Our sense strong impressions dull: the more,
the less we see'', -John Donne

This profound observation by the great early-
seventeenth-century English poet, John Donne, is
more applicable today than ever. T often wonder
what the poor old preacher of St, Paul's would
have said had he been witness to the utter explosion
of sensory impressions of the last 50 years. An
ilmost exponential growth of technology has brought
us truly astounding things which we sometimes
take for granted: miniaturization in electronics,
calculators, TV, Nintendo, video, CCD's, compuiers
(and mind-bogeling eye-and ear-assaulting Games),
the INTERMET, IMAX, to name only a few of the
myriad manifestations of Hi-Tech that constantly
demand our attention and bombard our senses.

Mow certainly we do nol or cannot minimize in
the least the tremendous benefits that such advances
bring. Nor can we be so purist as to reject all
these things as powerful tools, especially in the
area of astronomy, both professional and amateur,
Advances in optics, photography, CCD imagery
and false-color computer enhancing have all opened
unlimited vistas for eye and mind. No one of any
intelligence would advocate rejection of it all,
through some "purist” bent, and advocate un-
inventing it all, as though a Pandora's box of ills
had been opened.

However, there s definitely a downside to it all.
And that is, as Donne rightly assessed, a paradoxical
inability to SEE the real world, while having more
input for eye and ear than ever before in history.
To a generation reared on powerful, eye-popping
images via the screen, with all its lurid, crude primary
colors, its constant rush of split-second imagery,
its incessant barrage of WHAM-BANG explosions,
special effects and, more recently, its almost
exclusively computer enhanced presentations, the
real world of stars and bugs and grass and clouds

is shuttled into the unreal. The border belween
reality and fiction becomes terribly blurred. As
entertaining as these things are, they con become
lies about the world, unless one keeps feet and
eves and ears and hands firmly anchored in the
REAL,

Even planetariums are going the route of
“entertainment first," on a scale vastly greater than
o TV screen, and scientife value and education
last. The specious arpument is used that all this
Hi-Tech will lead kids into science. If that were
the case, how come $o many recent studies deplore
the already terrible impoverishment of scientific
and mathematical knowledge in education? A whole
generaion of people can't even remember the Moon
landings, except through a movie, or whose only
knowledge of space is a wall star-chart on the deck
of the Enlerprise.

""We muay marvel at the wonderful, computer-
enhanced images..... but let us not imagine
that they are a substitute for experiencing
nature first hand."

And all of this applies equally well to amateur
astronomy. Hi-Tech wonders can appeal to what I
call the "tools-and-toys” boys [and girls] and can
be used to great advantage. Many of us do avail
oursclves of calculators, filters, computers, electronic
guidance systems, ele, But they should always
remain as tools only. We may marvel at the
wonderful, computer-enhanced images sent back
by Hubble, and scientists can glean tremendous
new insights from them, but let us not imagine that
they are a substitute for experiencing nature first
hand. T am reminded of a kid seeing Saturn
through the evepiece for the first time saying, "Is
that all?", 1 guess he expected an IMAX-sized,
doctored color phote complete with stereo, To the
WHAM-BANG generation subtle, gentle seeing is
non-gxistent, Blindness has descended upon us in
the surfeit of strong impressions. Sadly we are
rearing a generation of square-eyed morons, 7

"The unexamined life is not worth living"'
-Socrates

-Fr, Lucian J. Kemble, OFM
PO. Box 220
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