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It was a pleasure to present the family of past president, Bob Carson, the Pleiades star cluster in honor of
his memory. Tonight we will be presenting to the George Moores family one of the double star clusters
in Perseus in honor of his memory. 1 know when I was presented with the stor LaSupurba in memorium
for my husband, Martin, I couldn’t have had a more precious gift.

Congratulations to the winners of this years awards: President's Service Award - Bruce MeCurdy
The Observer of the Year Award - Roger Fell. Angus Smith Telescope Making Award - Barry Amold.
George Moores Excellence in Public Education Award - Keith Janke. All are well deserved!

David Goldengay has nearly completed his Messier Objects list in a matter of months,
with beautiful drawings to boot! -- don't you just hate a smart alec kid? All envy aside,
Congratulations David, keep up the good work]

1 would like to take this opportunity to welcome my new council. We have a busy year
ahead of us and all your help and efforts will be greatly appreciated.
May dark, clear skys lift vour spirits,
ShirLee Adamson

. editorial

It's with a heavy heart that I'm announcing that I'm stepping down as editor. My time is spread far too
thin and T don’t feel that I'm giving STARDUST, and other things dear to me, the full attention that they
deserve, Don’t worry I'm not going to leave you in a jam; I’ll do the next three issues to finish off the
season and the next editor can have the summer to get up to speed. I've worked too hard on STARDUST
to let it go downhill, so | will stay on until a suitable editor is railroaded. I'm not moving away or
anything so [ will stay on in September if no one comes forward but I'm sure that there is someone in
the centre who is as crazy as [ am (besides Vern). So If you have an artistic flare, can write a bit, know
how to use a pooter, know a bit about photography, have observing experience, have about twenty hours a
month (o spare, and can tear a stip off of someone in order to meet a deadline, then you too could be a
STARDUST editor. BUT make sure that you want to be editor for personal reasons, not for the good of
the centre - it"s a thankless job. Who knows, if 1 can free up some time, maybe you'll even sce me back
out at Blackfoot -- after not observing for over a year | can guarantee that there is now more than one
spider in my telescope! Ciao,

-Randy Pakan, STARDUST Editor
ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : randy.pakan@ualberta.ca
Or by Snail Mail to : Randy Pakan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,

University of Alberta, T6G 2H4
Or to our home address at 15916 102 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5X 4E9

On the Cover is smali sample of some of drawings that I have done for STARDUST over the last
three years, Ifthis type of thing appeals to you -- lets talk. (Yes it is a cop-out eover because 1 didn't have
time to come up with anything else -- I won't tell anyone if you den't). -Ed  (Oh ya your name also has
fa be Fd. )
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The observing drought was [inally
over! The weather's been so0
dreadful that most of us hadn't
been able to put eye to eyepiece
since last October,

A warm Saturday, February 10 looked promising
20 amateur astronomers with 13 scopes showed
up at Blackfoot. But first, the generally clear skies
had to host the now oblipatory auroral display,
which washed the entire dome for a couple of hours,
It was just nice (o be out, and everyone patiently
visited, chatted, leisurely set up their scopes--all
waiting with smiling anticipation of some
observing., At 10 pm the Aurora retracted her
contaminating veil, and everyone immediately
switched into high pear, eager (o reacquaint
themselves with old celestial friends. The layoff
left many of us rusty, as we struggled with field
rotation, finder fields, and averted vision,

Out of the corner of my eye, | kept noticing these
red fireflies randomly dancing around the adjacent
telescope site, Amold Rivera was there en famille,
and everyone was armed with one of his neat red
chart lights, Seven and a half year old Laora is a
budding astronomer. Besides learning the
constellations, she was interested in the views she
saw of the Eskimo, Owl, Crab, and the Orion
Nebulae through her dad's 13,17 truss-designed
Dobsonian. Laura later gave a presentation on
nebulae to her school class - - no armchair
astronomer this! Chris also took a shot at observing,
to the extent a 51/2 year old’s attention span
would allow. Meanwhile Amold’s charming wife,
Sonia, ran herd over all this activity.

Mike Hoskinson was also there with his family,
Paul , Angela, and Giselle, doing a naked eye
study of the constellations, supplemented
with views through his 10° Dob. Barry Amold
and Dave Robinson were there with their 16" and
8". Dave's B" reflector is on a very sturdy
German Equatorial mount,

Obseroer's

David Goldengay continued his relentless assault
on the Messier List, bringing his tally up to 105!
Set up next to next to him were Murray Paulson
and Sharon Tansey with their 2 scopes.

George Graham came out with his Orion Dob in
Don Brown's cavernous Ford van. Don was actively
testing the f6.3 wide field attachment on his 8"
SCT, with mixed results, 1t was easy to tell when
Steve "my car lights don't turn of " Bergens arrived.
Bul everyone was in a good mood and you didn't
hear the usual muttering. Late arrivals included
Deck volunteer Ed Newcombe with the Centre
loaner refractor, followed at midnight by Lorraine
Kirby.

Paul Campbell and Sherry MacLeod left some of
Paul's projects long enough to come over for a
study of the very unusual planetary NGC
2339, about 8 deprees east of Sirius. In the 20"
with an OII filter, its mottled sphere appears as
the hub of 3 or 4 faint but distinct arms, like a
spiral galaxy.

Larry Wood joined Barry Ameld and me at Blackfoot
the following Thursday. Barry is still interpreting
the unusual results he got from his examination of
the Eskimo Mebula through his spectrosocpic
eyepiece. He also enjoyed the view of the tiny
ring-shaped planetary, NGC 2438 (hat appears
embedded in, but is actually in front of, the Messier
Open Cluster, M 46, Barry also nailed down the
elusive 15th magnitude planetary, PK 231, 4.1,

Uncertain weather forecasts tested our decison
making ability on Friday, February 16, the official
Club night, After many phone calls I decided to
go out. "If you don’t go, you don’t know." 1 got
to Blackfoot at 9 pm, the same time as Dave Robinson
who helped mie set up my scope. Ben Gendre showed
up soon after with the club 18",

Paul Campbell with his 12 1/2" started his search

STARDUST page 3 [—







































