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Q?reszdent s Message ”

When [ arrived home frm'n my holiday on the coast there was an awesome pile of mail in which was a
letter of approval from the Gaming Commission, for our proposals to spend part of the casino money.

The following are proposals for casino projects to be voted on at the September meeting:

- To buy a lap-top computer, printer, and a modem. Nol to exceed $5,000 plus GST.

- $5.000 toward the purchase of an inflatable planetarium for the ESSC to replace the badly worn one.

- §4,000 to replenish the Equipment Maintenance and Insurance fund.

- $3,000 to replenish the Speaker fund.

- To build four 6" telescopes to be used by schools as loaner scopes -- not to exceed $5,000.
(This has yet to be approved by the membership.}

I hope we are all getting energized for the GA this June. We need songs, skits, volunteers, displays, and
talks for the paper sessions.

Up to this point our centre is not well represented in the registration. [ hope you will not put it off any
longer and help make this a memorable event.

Some come on down! Fill out those registration forms, write a cheque, and join the fun.
Shirlee Adamson

- ,éétf?f"fd/ There £s someone else in the centre who is as crazy as [ am...Harris Christian! By
the time you read this the computer should be up and running at his place. And Vera and 1 will be up and
running to the mountains for a long overdue getaway/photography weekend at Pyramid Lake resort.

I'm going to really miss working on STARDUST, but one very important thing I've learned in the past
year, is that change is good, and you've got to move on to new things... I'm moving on.

I want to thank the membership for having me as editor. [ always gave it my best shot and it truly
changed my life. When [ volunteered for the job I was computer illiterate and now 1 earn my living
running scanners and film writers, scanning digital imagery onto the Internet, and designing graphics for
beoks and slide presentations. 1 had to take all kinds of night classes and day computer classes to get to
where | am, but there is no question that my experience as STARDUST editor played a big role in my
career. | also want to give a sincere thank you to Dave Clyburn for teaching me how to write and for
being like a brother to me when my life crashed. I'm going to use this freed up time to spend with my
wife and kids, and to seriously get back into my love of photography. Who knows we may even dust
off the old Giant Red Wood and haul it up to Kobau,

Happy trails... Randy

NEW ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E mail to : christianh@inac.ge.ca
Or by Snail Mail to : Harris Christian, 1498 Knottwood Road N. Edmonton T6L 5B7, Ph, 461-4933

On the Cover is an illustration taken from a lovely 62 year old book that is in our library.
Murray discovered it and reviewed it to show the membership a sample of some of the gems
that arve in our archives. The book is called "The Moon". Review on page nine, - Ed
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Zodiacal Band Obserping

at the Star Parties

The zodiacal light appears in the night sky as a
Faintly glowing band. It is sunlight scattered back
to Banth from microscopic dust, mostly in ihe asteroid
belt. As a result, the glow spans the ecliplic
(or the zodiac), the path on the sky along which
the planets wheel.

AL its brightest, zodincal light takes the form of »
pyramid rising in the cast just before dawn, or
setting in the west after dusk. The pyramid has its
pasc on the horizon, and it slants to a rounded
peak on the ecliptic. Personally [ find the "lalge-
dwwn” pyrinid easier 1o recognize because at that
time 'm fully dark adapted and its shape is
unmistakeable, The true dawn develops a much
wider glow along the horizon,

From the top of the pyramid, the zodiacal light
ares across the sky in o band about 2 degrees broad,
fading gradually at first, then picking back up to
reach o maximum in an oval shape called the
gezenschein {"counterglow™), exactly opposite the
position of the Sun. The zodiacal band then fades
unee aeain as it stretches across the other half of
e sky.

Why would star partics be the best time (o observe
this phenomenon? Typically star parties are held
it sites darker than our usual hunting grounds,
The zodiacal band is fairly faint, so the dark skies

of Mt Kobau or the Alberia Star Party are necded
to drop the sky brightness to a lower level, Onee
you know whal you're looking for, it's easier to
sec under less optimuim conditions,

Using averted vision, | scan the sky from ligh up
down 1o the horizon, The sky soltlly changes
brightness from dark, to less dark at the zodiacal
band, back to dark again, then finally brightens

into the herizon glow. T find that turning my head
sideways can sometimes help enhance bland
hortzontal features i the sky. If the point opposite
the sun is decently high in the sky, then the
gegenschein oval should be noticeable. If the oval
happens Lo lie in tront of the Milky Way or near
bright stars like Regulus and Spica, it's pretty much
impassible to see.

[.ast year | observed that Saturn seemed to lie
below the band, and sure enough Saturn was 2.2
degrees - as caleulated latee on the computer -
south of the echptic that mght, This year, the Mt
Kobau Star Pacty will be held from Auguse 14-
18th. The accompanying charl shows the position
of the ecliptic at 2 am on August 16th. As you can
see, Samn is once again south of the ecliptic. Give
il atry! &

by Alister Ling

Use this sky map at
2 a.m. on August the
16th, along with the
techniques described
above, and see if you
can spui the zodiacal
hand or gegenschein,
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At Last Clear Skies!

1 just wanted to let you know my joy that “the winter of our discontent” is over and that sumnier
has finally arrived [I hope]. We had spring two Mondays ago, from 10:00 ain to 6:00 pm.

Last night when 1 went to bed the Moon was going down among scattered
clouds. But [ got up at 2:00 am and stepped out in my housecoat and sandals, with the binocs,
From the chart in S&T, May/96, p.25. | found Comet Hale/Bopp well up in Sgr to the South,and
Comet Kopff about 9® to the West. Both are about the same magnitude, ~7.4, casily found in
the binocs. I found Hale/Bopp a bit more diffuse. [ have a very busy day today, so |
did not go out to the scope. But, perhaps, tonight. How good it is to be in the dark skivs again !

Take care. and clear skics cver,

Lamplighter Luc

When asked why his monks were tearing down the monastery walls, the Abbot replicd:
"So that we might watch the sunrise"”. - Thomas Meore

Fr. Lucian J. Kemble, OFM

By the time you read this, Venus will have cruised by the Sun and will head into the morning sky. 13y lute
June it will be visible in the morning twilight. ( This is as opposcd to the All Bloody Night Perpetua
Twilight!) It will exhibit a thin crescent for all of July and it will reach greatest western elongation and
dichotomy around the 20 th of August. Tt will be a bright beacon in the August moming sky rising at 2:30
am.

Jupiter is becoming more prominent in the night sky as it heads for its July 4 opposition. You can find it
just above the handle of the teapot of Sagittarins. It will reach a lofty altitude of 13.5 degrees above the
horizon at local midnight. (1:36 am DST) Jupiter will track back into Sagittarius over July and August
Passing 1/2 degree above M22 in mid Augost. The two will be visible in a medium power telescope held
(140 X) and should provide quite a spectacle, Jupiters -2 mag disk will overpower the 5.4 magnitude
M22 but the view should be interesting,

Neptune and Uranus will be at opposition in late July on the 18 th and 25 th respectively. These two will
be 16 degrees above the horizon at local midnight. Check your RASC Handbook for a finder chart, These
outer planets will be well placed for those heading to the Mt. Kobau Star party. They will appear a full 4
degrees higher in the sky. ¥
Till the fall, Clear skics.
-Murray Paulson
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