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I can't believe that the summer is over ( such as it was ) and I'm
back writing my President’'s Messages,

We were wery fortunate to have only 3 sunny days in June for the
G. A. With the G.A. successfully under our belt, as the letter
printed in this issue verifies, we are on to the 1996-18337 season.
alan Dyer has agreed to come back this fall and enlighten us with
the new things going on. His talks are always very interesting
and entertaining. It's always a pleasure to welcome him as our
evening's speaker.

I couldn’t partake of the Perseid metecr shower gearly Monday
morning ( August 12th } but I was out Saturday night, and with the
orean and horizon line being located on the 49th parallel, the
shower activity was not spectacular, but enjoyable. 1
understand from Meryl Morse, a gentleman who left a message on my
machine, that it was a spectacular sight on the 12th and he
wondered what was going on with all the falling stars and moving
lights. After our chat, he may beccme a prospective member, he
found it all So interaesting.

It was such a treat to see the southern paxts of constellations
that are totally obscure at ocur latitude here. Between the
perpetually bad weather and extremely busy schedule this yvear, I
must say it was a sheer delight to renew my acquaintance with a
clear dark sky, the ocean waters washing up on shore, warm,
beautiful weather and an unbelievable horizon !

LODK OCUT CURACO ! I'm definitely coming in 1998 |

Ruth Powell, of Migueleon Lake Provincial Park, called and left a
message thanking the Club for such a successful session on August
23rd. They had more than 200 people show up and were impressed
with the informative talks and the twe telescopes which were made
available. They are looking forward to another session next

summer !

My sincerest wish is that we may have some copperation from our
weather this year so that we may have dark clear skies that will

1ife your spirits |

- Shirlees Adamson

STARDUST page 1 e



STARDUST 42%

oy T " Distribution - Betty and Mel Rankin
Contents September 1996
President’s Message - By ShiHee ACOMEON ...iciieerimiesissemisessism e 1
Editorial - "Galilec and the Elves' - By Harrls ChAsHaN. ....oveeesimmsssinssie s 3
Annual Summer Debauchery - always afttractive - By Harris Christian ..o, 8
The Sporadid Meteor Shower - By AlISTET LiNG ...vo e 5
Mt. Kobau '?6 - western canada’s stellar attraction - By Paul Campbell ............ 7
Plane! Report - By MUy POUISOM ...c.ciiieiiiniinmmiimmsinssesis issssrsssisssssssssessinssss 9
Obsarver's COmMBr - By BOD DI@W ..iiiiirmsiverioissisessirssnsrsssiasssissassisssiess iassssasssns 10
Where Is It ? - "An Infroductory Guide to Unity-Power Finders
and Planispheras” - By Barry NONGY o 11
General Assembly '96 - edmonton, the "centre’ of attraction
- By Lorraing Kirby .....ocvinvviens 13
By the Light of the Blue Moon - just ducky - By Bruce McCUrdy . 14

On The Cover - a portrait from "Galileo: A Life" by James Reston, Jr.

L T I L A L L L T IR T I P LS T TN )
MEMBERSHIP DUES - 1996

Dues will remain the same as last year - i.e, - Adult - $40.00, Youth (under 18) - $25.00,
Associate - $8.00, The Treasurer will ONLY collect dues from new or associate members,
Renewal of adult or youth memberships will be handled by the University of Toronto
Press (UTP). They will be sending an invoice to you, so please remit promptly. Dues are

payahle by October 1st each year.
M.C. Rankin

Treasurer

| STARDUST page 2




.editorial:

Well, here we are. It seems that only a short time ago, life was less complex and I was
looking forward to the beginning of another year's Club meetings, and another year of
reading STARDUST. With all hopes and expectations intact, | am attending the September
1996 meeting and will be reading STARDUST for another year, but from a slightly different
perspective...(this is a not-too-subtle reminder that this issue is my first as Editor). Oh yes,
and the cryptic title reference to elves. As promised to me by the previous Editor, the
experience of producing this newsletter has been time-consuming, challenging, frustrating,
rewarding and fun. There's absolutely nothing like variety! I recall reading past issues with
only a passing glance at the compilation credits. Like perhaps other Club members, I had
assumed that elves put the newsletter together: it just appeared magically upon the entrance
table cach month, just in time for each meeting. Well, clves it ain’t! [ stand before you as a
humbled person, in open appreciation to all STARDUST contributors. Well done. Now let us
consider the other halfl of the editorial topic. He who appears on the fringe of our [ront cover:
Galilco. In August 1996 during Edmonton’s Fringe Festival, the one-man play Galileo: The
Starry Messenger was successfully presented to the public and received favorable reviews.
Richard Helm of the Edmonton Journal wrote "All praise to Craig Mason for making this
biographical drama such riveting entertainment that his stage, for a few fleeting moments,
hecomes the undisputed centre of the Fringe universe.". After reading the complete review of
this play, | decided that if the centre of the Fringe universe was linked to Galileo, he would
also make a worthy subject for the September STARDUST cover.

While several members put their scopes and astronomical activities in "mothballs” for the
summer, others certainly didn't. The Annuval Summer Debauchery, kindly hosted by Shirley
Adamson, provided a perfectly-timed evening of relaxation and entertainment. This event
was basically between the end of a Club year and the General Assembly 1996, hosted by the
Edmonton Centre! In August, the annual Mount Kobau Star Party attracted Edmonton Centre
members and astronomers from all over Western Canada. This issue includes: coverage of
these events, the regular articles that all members expect and look forward to, the Sporadid
Meteor Shower by Alister Ling, an astronomical tale of disappearing ducks by Bruce McCurdy,
plus part one of an introductory guide to unity-power finders and planispheres by Barry
Moonay.

ALL THE ELVES (and Galileo) thank you in advance for the numerous articles and stories
that you will be submitting for upcoming issues. Regular, contributing story-elves keep this
newsletter alive but new authors are eagerly sought. We want to hear from you!

= Harris Christian

ADDRESS FOR STARDUST: Articles may be submitted by E-mail to: christianh@inac.gc.ca
Or by mail / in person to: Harris Christian, 1498 Knottwood Road North, Edmonton, Alberta

T6K 2K1.  Orby modem to: (403) 461-4933,
Next Deadline for Articles: Friday, October 4th, 1996
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De - bauch - er - y : " excessive indulgence in sensual excesses” - Webster's Encyclopedic Dictionary
Of The English Language.....

And still another historic and festive "Summer Debauchery” has transpired upon the acreape of President
Shirlee Adamson. This welcome event is a relaxed, family gei-together with an abundance of barbarquing,
laughter, real country air and good food. While the Debauchery is held primarily outdoors, visitors
can’t help bul be amazed at the size of her home and the various collections contained within. If that
were not enough, there is also a rooftop observatory | This respite, thoroughly enjoyed by Edmonton
RASC members, was extremely timely with the (welcome) onslaught which accompanied the hosting
of G.A."96.

And now, two selected photographs reflecting some aspects of our evening of culture.......

Former STARDUST Editor Randy Pakan

was almost inconsolable when having 2nd

thoughts about leaving his position after 5

long years. Absolutely all attiempts proved

unsuccessful. Nothing could make Randy
smile or even lighten up.

Perhaps time will heal his wounds.......

On the way to our summer party, veteran-Debaucher Paul Campbell's

car horn experienced a most untimely electrical short and remained

blaring loudly when he stopped at a traffic light. Unfortunately,

Faul did not have time (o explain that fact to the group of outlaw

motoreycle riders that he had stopped behind. - Harris Christian
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