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: - Presioent’s
| Message

Do not go genlle into thal good night,
Old age should burn and rave at close of day;
Rage, rage, against the dying ol the light.
- Dylan Thomas

T FPIES

This spring has seen an "explosion” of suparnova activity, with two telescopically bright ones in fing NGC
galaxies in Ursa Major, and more recently, one in the barred spiral galaxy Messier 96 in Leo. | had several
opportunities to view the first of these, in NGC 3877, which was maybe the sixth one ['ve seen, but the most
peautiful example to date. The others were vary faint, or the exploding star was right in the galactic nucleus,
or appeared to be unassociated with the galaxy at all, or the galaxy was already littered with foreground stars
and the visitor jusl looked like anolher one. But this ane was a single point source in the fuzz of the spiral
arms which appeared fo outshine the entire rest of the galaxy. Two handy comparison stars were visible in
the same telescopic field, bul although they appeared of similar brightness, they were maybe a million times
closer, therefore roughly a trillion times fainter than their line-of-sight companion. The supernova's visual
impact was almost visceral, requiring little or no explanation as to what kind of spectacular catastrophe had
oocurred recantly - relatively speaking - in this distant city of stars. Looking at this temparary beacon made
ma wondar whelher other sentient beings in this or other galaxies, were pointing their telescopas at the same
target for the same reason | was|

Unlike their mass-challenged cousins, the beautiful but intrinsically faint planetary nebulae, supernovae do
nol go gentle into that gooed night. They rend themselves to the core in a brief but fiery cutburst of unimaginable
energy. Their shock waves can trigger the formation of new stars and feed these nascant solar systems with
the so-called "heavy elemeants” that can only be created in such prodigious explosions. Their funeral pyras
reduce once fully-functional main sequence stars to exotic corpses in the form of neutron stars or black holes,

Elated with my first observalion of NGC 3877, the next nighl | swepl up the same field in the C-14 at the
Observatory. "Peaple are sure 10 be interested in thisl®, | thought to myself. But disappointment awaited;
while | could faintly see the supemaova itsell, | had great difficulty distinguishing it from the comparison stars
because ils pretty host galaxy had disappeared without a trace into the sky glow of the city. This diminished
its offect to the paint of making it appear unexceptional and uninteresting. | tried my best to engage people
intellectually with what they were seeing. but the picture that told the thousand words was gone. Light
pollution had claimed yet another victim.

Light pollution is the insidicus enemy of not just astrenomers, but of all society. As the universe fades away

into 1he glow, our intrinsic altraction and curiosity fades away loo. The constant assault of glaringly bright
lights on ground and sky alike forces our attention to the here anrzl now, and our hardwired imperative to
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wonder becomes a forced, rather than natural, exercise. Many people simply no longer bother to make the
effort. We lose our perspective on our small place in the grand scheme of things, and indead, on what a
special place thatis.

Though wise men at their end know dark is right, the baitle against light pollution can seem to be spitting into
the very strong wind known as "progress”. |tis a struggle that can and must be joined, The RASC Edmantan
Cantra is currently taking its first baby steps in this direction. The Edmonton Light Pollution Abatement
Commitiee (ELPAC), chaired by Howard Gibbins, now consists of some sixteen members. We have taken out
a group membership in the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), and obtained a supply of educational
slides and printed material. We have agreed on a mission statement, "safeguarding access lo the streets and
the Universe through responsible lighting®. A letier has been sent to the City of Edmaonton establishing our
existence and purpose, attempting to open fines of communication.

The battle against ight pollution makes sense on a number of fronts. Proper lighting is more energy efliclent,
environment friendly, public safely conscious, and fiscally responsible. Our objective is to make these points
in a persuasive, non-threatening manner to people in a position to do something about |1, many of whom are
seemingly unaware of the existence of the problem. If we raise awareneass of this issue and its potential win-
win-win solution, perhaps blind eyes could blaze |ike meteors,

What can the individual member do about light pollution? First of all, |
urge you to join IDA, a highly-principled group which is sadly
undersubscribed by the amateur astronomy community. DA loosely
coordinates the worldwide affort, and provides news of succeass storles
and usaful technical Information to its membership. Membership is $30
US per year (515 for studenis or those with limited incomes), which can
be sent to IDA, 3225 M. First Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85719-2103 USA,
Check out thelr website al www darksky.org.

Individuals can join the struggle locally at the grass roots level. Talk to
your nelghbours or your kids' school. If feasible, let them look through
your telescope and try to let them know what we're all missing. |dentify
offending light fixtures - or for that matter, good ones - and communicate
your concerns verbally or in writing to the people throwing the switch.
Write letters to the newspaper. Or join in the efforts of ELPAC to increase
our voice at the local leval,

Suraly, it Is our imperative to rage, rage against the dying of the [star]light.
Have a great summer. Clear, dark skies|

- Bruce MeCurdy

(Previous Page: Image of NGC 3877 and Supernova 19985, courtesy of Alister Ling;
Above: lllustration by Doug Myers - page 204 - The Starry Room by Fred Schaaf.)
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Seplember 16 - 20, 1998, Eccles Ranch, near Caraling, Alberta.
Pre-registration is welcome, but not required. Registration rates are as follows:
Single - $20.00, Family - $25.00
For mare information, and to register, contact Murray Paulsan at (403) 459-1168 or

SASKATCHEWAN STAR PARTY i

July 24 - 26, 18998, Cyprass Hills Interprovincial Park, Saskatchewan,
Registration is less expensive if you register before June 30", 1998,
Single: $15, Family: 525.00 (exira fees for park entrance, camping, dinner, elc.)

For more information, and to register, contact Ellen & Les Dickson at (306) 249-1091 or
dickson @ sk.sympatico.ca, Rick Huziak at {306) 865-3392, or Erich Keser at (306) 374-4262 or
keser@duke.usask.ca , or write to S55P'98, RASC Saskatoon Centre, P.O. Box 317, RPO University
Saskatoon, SK STN 448, or refar to the S55F'98 Webpages at
http:/maya usask.cal-saryirasc/sssn.btml for updates.

MOUNT KOBAU STAR PARTY

August 16 - 23, 1898, Mount Kobau, Near Osoyoos, B.C.
Pre-registration is welcome, but not required. It is not possible for us to reserve space on the mountain
top. Registration rates are as follows &
One Person/Ona Night - $15.00, One Person/2 ar mare Mights - $30.00
Two or Maora People/One Night - $25.00, Two or More People/Two ar More Nights - 550.00
Make cheque payable to: Mount Kobau Astronomical Society. Mail to: MKSP Registrar, P.O. Box
20118TCM, Kelowna, B.C.. Canada V1Y S8H2
For rmora information contact - Jim Falles, President, (work) (250) 881-8277, (home) (250} 7T63-6962, or
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