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At left is our shy,
reclusive artist, shown giving o
vollyball lesson at the recent
Astronomy Workshap. Phote by
Sherry MaclLeod.

“Hale-Bopp in Silhouetfe”
Watercolour by ShirLee
Adams, based upon a
photograph by George

i Turnbull. Y
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Next Deadline for DECEMBER Articles: By Friday, November 27th.
Thank yos.

Address for Stardust:
Articles may he submitted prior to the deadline by E-mail to: stardust@ worldgate,com
Or by mail / in person to
1498 Knottwood Road North, Edmonton, Alberta T6K 2K1.
Our phone number is (403)461-4933,
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Oine af the responsibilities that comes with my
position is my automatic inclusion on all commiliees in an
ox officio capacity. One of its plessures can be obscrving
firsthand an effective and efficient commitiee ekl a
complex task and make it appear effortless to those on the
vulside. Such was the case with the George Moores
Astronomy Workshop commiltee. Chair Paul Camphell
proved he has the single most important skill of o incoming
President - he surrounds himself with good people and
delegates welll Kuodos to Paul, Sharon Tansey, Cathy
MpcKinnon, Sherry Macleod. Harrs Christian, Larry
Wond and ShirLee Adamson for a job extemely well done,

The Workshop ilsell came off without any major
elitches, The 45 or so0 attendess were treated to ideal
accommodations and food for a very reasonable cost
the 5t John's School, an casy hour's drive away from the
city lights. The workshop sessions were uniformly good,
while Russ Sampson's keynote talk was lascipaling, And
25 15 usual in such an environment, the oversdl stmosphere
mnd dinner-table conversation were relaxed ver stimolating.

The weather was only marginally conperative,
providing two half-pights of good-to-excellent observieg
from a site a little darker than Blackfoot, Personal
cihservation highlights were of the unaided-eve variety: s
very weird awrora-through-fog on Friday night: an
unmistakable view of the subtle Gegenschein (Sun's
caunterglow); and o pre-dawn sighting of o phalanx of
sutellites called & NOSS Triad. [ have seen a pair of
sufellites in a shared orbit before (Mir-Atanos, Mir-Soyuz,
Mir-Progress ). bul never three together, But perhaps my
best ebservation was during the walk hack to the observing
field on Saturday night, when T convineingly (in my mind,
anyway) resolved the Milky Way into kerjillions of
individoal stars. How much is foreknowledge woerth in
such an observation? Galileo’s predecessors had darker
skics than this, but his telescope i credited with the
breakthrough of “resolving™ the Milky Way question. But
[ swear, [ eould see countless stars just with my less-than-
20205

Allin all, the Workshop can be considered a great
suceess. We essentially broke even - in 2ccordance with
the plan - on a shoestring budget. The headmaster was
exteemely pleased with the way our group respected the
Facilities; no sophomoric stunts from this bunch!
Accordingly, we are lentatively planming the next GMAW
for April 2000 in the same location. Anybody with
suggestions as to how we can furlther tmprove this event is
imvited to talk to myself, Paul, or any of the other members
af the Weorkshop committee,

Looking into the more immediate future, (he
obsecrving highlight of November will be the Leomid meteor
shower. A group meteor watch is planned after midnight
on November 17 (the Tuesday moming). Telescopes arc
unnecessary, but warm clothes are a must. Bring a
comiortable lawn chair or chalse longie, or even an
inflatable boat. T have foond that a layer of Thinsulate
will apprecinbly rise the surface temperature of any of
these. IF you have any guestions about this event, contact
mysclf or Russ Sampson ag 439-3474,

For our pre-Christmas meeting on December 14,
we're planning semething a itle different, The theme of
the evening will be "Stars of the Ans”. The feature speaker
will be accomplished local poct Alice Major, who will read
i sclection of her many pocms which contain an
astrongmical or cosmological theme. Having personally
hewrd Alice read twice in the past, and possessing a copy
of her brilliant work Time Travels Light, T know we'te in
for @ treat. As poctry is by nature an economy of words,
Alice's presentation will be relatively brief, leaving room
for some of our members ta display their artistic side, Be
it poelry. prose. music, paintings, or photography, members
whin wish 1o contribute are asked to contact me asap,
{Almost) anything goes: the only haed-and-fast role is that
all presenotations must have an astronomical connection.

Clear skies!
= Bruce MeCurdy
(455.3236)
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editorial...
Eventually
Counting

Wildlife

Welcome to the November issue of Stendust, our
Club's monthly newsletter, and pre-meeting reading ma-
teral for many of the members, This month offers several
lemure aricles including the recent and very sweeessiul
Astronomy Workshop, a software review by Bryce
Heartwell, plus an update on the continuing astrophotog-
raphy project by our Lightly Seasoned Astronomer, Dave
Robinson.  Alwiys appreciated but perhaps not always
heralded are the monthly features crafted by our “resident
pegilars™ « Bruce, Sharon, George, Terry, Murray and
Larry, These generous concributors are responsible for
approximacely 45% of every 1ssue of Starduse, Our con-
tributors are also amatenr astronomers. Strietly speaking,
amateurs differ from professionals in thil they engage in
astronomy for love, not money. The word “amateur” may
priesant a connotation of inepimess or at keast a lack of skill,
vet the Neld of sstronomy holds & vastly different view of
amateurs. Astrenemy is likely the only science where ama-
teurs make regular contrbutions,

Withan Srarduss, the contribution by this amateur
cditor is the editerial, a niche where the contents of the
issues are prosented, now authors are intnodueed, and is o
location where asironomical trivia and strangely related
phesomena ream the plains of the imagination. 1o consid-
erution of other planes, the photo for this article came from
the oo buard magazine of one, and was part of an article
an Grecnwich Mean Time, Another plane trip in relation
to observing, occurmed at the end of Seplember when |
eaperienced six flights within two days, travelling Lo re-
miate, northern Alberta First Nation commumnitics,
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While flying in a single propeller driven oratt at
an zhinade of only 2,000 feet, one experiences Vother” than
seommercial jet flight. TUs chilly; there's neither a wash-
room tior an in-flight movie. When the pilot delivers the
pre-fight leewre about the Tocation of the survival equip-
ment, ene really listens!

The last leg of my journey left the communily of
John IV or Prairie en route to High Level. While in the air,
I mentally considered several locations just outside of High
Level for a bit of ohserving later that evening, However, 1
wats visually distracted by the vast ocean of trees helow,
punctuated by the sutumnal flotsam ‘n jetsem of rods and
yellows, roads that seemed 1o go nowhere, secret lakes,
and steams rising from ponds, all under the geze ol a first
quarter Moon, Later that evening, a short drive out High-
way 57 neited a two-hour session awiy from the hane of
light pollution, With my 10 X 50's and a chir borrowed
from the hete! room, T observed a first quaner Moon, the
Douvhle Cluster, and arcas through Cassiopera, Cygous,
Draco and Aquils, The following minus 3 moming found
me in a field behind the Stardust Motel, High Level, Al-
berts (no kidding |y with 2 hot cup of coffee. and Mars and
Cirion overhead, After a briel look at M2 1wy off on
still another flight that day.

Two other journcys rounded our October, Al mid-
month T wis in Edson one moming at 6:00 g.m. gazing
again ut Orion, Sirius snd a crescent Moon with the clonds
feeting by, 1 couldn't help but notice thut | was one of the
fow motel guests that wasn't employed in the ofl industry.
As my daughter helpfully poinied out during vacanon travel
this past sutimer. [ apparently bear some resemblance to o
thug, when I'm observed quite carly in the morming. 1
guess | fited right in as none of those working people
noticed any difference. ..Finally, T spent two hours suurEP
west of Calgary in the carly morning of October 23
watching for Orionids, [ only counted five, but one was
very pleasing with a slight train, as it rushed from the radi-
ant point toward Zetn Orionis,

Eventually, throughout all of thas, Talso managed
to count 7 deer and 2 coyotes.
- Harrix
{Royal Observatary, Greenwich,
England, Photo by Neil Setchfleld)



This is a package that T have been cyeing for some
time now and | jumped al the chanee w have an opportunity
to st nun the softwire before purchasing o copy lor nysell,
The software was used on our home system which is a
200-megaherz Pentium with 24 Meps of RAM. [ have
some capericnee with this type of application but anly when
Lused & package colled “Voyager™ on an older Macinesh
computer. 1 don't bave recent experience with the nower
software packages pvailable these duys so L was cxcited to
st the new software.

Loading the sofiware onto my system was casy and
the instructions weree very clear, 1 did have some initial
problems opening the package for the first time, mainly
hocause of the Desktop application that lives on our
computer, Thid to exit the desklop application to see the
initial log-in screen required Lo open the packape for the
firstime. Omee logged i, [ had no trouble accessing Starry
Might through the deskiop application,

The packige containg a CD which is not necessary
1o run the software, however, if you want to have aceess to
stars or planetary satellites fainter than 6" mag, the CD is
required. Also. the software contains photographs of many
deep sky objects that are not accessible without using the
CD. A detadled instruction manual is available either
through an Internet link, with Sienna Seftwarne or by using
the CD. Without the CD), the software package usefulness
hecomes imited.

The Tirst time the application was opened, | was
mitially dismayed atthe sluggish operation of the buttans
and [eatures, This had me concemned bul the more T used
the program, the faster the action became. Afier o fow

minutes of pperation, T had no concern over the spaed of
operation. There are many options and preferences
aviilable in the soltware to allow you 1o customize the
pickige o suil your needs.

There are same really neat features in the package.
For example, if an object or planet has boen zoomed in for
aclose up view and a different planct or object is selecied,
the software zooms out Lo a full sky view, pans to the new
object and then zooms in to the previous object’s zoom
setting, This feature really speeds up toggling between
ohjects when close ups are desired. A second feature |
liked was the on sereen information box. Contained in Lhe
information box s a small sereen containing the object
1hat the information is being sought after. The ohject can
be enlarged within the sereen without affecting the main
view behind, There are many others,

Ldid have some minor complaints about the
software, 1 didn't have the time to thoroughly use the
package so these pripes may be caused from a lack of
familiarity with the software package. Most of the
complaints are around a lack of features that pertain o
planclary abservations. My older *Voyager” package had
afew nice planctary features including a conjunction Gnder
that was uscful to predict when planetary conjunclions
winld necur, Lalso would have appreciated an ephemers
for predicting planetary satellite phenomenon, The plancts
display much cloud and surfnce detail when zoomed in
including the red spot on Jupiter. There doesn’t seem (o be
away of correcting Tor the drifl of the red spot, therefore,
how useful the image of Tupiter is with relation 10 the red
spot, isn't known. The only other gripe 1 had was with the
planetary urbit editor, which requires the perihelion date
to be in a Julizn date format, This requires a linle exira
work since orbital elements are usually supplied with a
perthelion date in 2 ealendar format. There is a too] supplicd
to change o date to a Julian date but using it tokes cxira
time. These issues left me wanting more features for
planetary observing and T was surprised not o see morc,

“Starry Night™ is easy to learn and has many useful
features. Although T didn't have the package long cnough
to thoraughly explore all of the featres, | am impressed
with the software, Allin all, Treally enjoyed using “Stuarry
Might™ and would consider purchasing a copy ol it

- Bryce Heartwell
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