




















on something distant on the horizon. To make the scope 
parallel to the line pointing at the sun, hold a ruler on the 
tube of the telescope, and measure the place of the shadow 
on the front and back end of the telescope. Adjust the 
telescope to make the two measurements equal, then you 
are parallel to the direction to the sun. I usually eyeball 
it, and spend 5 minutes madly fishing about in the sky 
where I figure Venus is. So much for good intentions! 
You should then see the brilliant thin crescent of Venus 
in a low power eyepiece field. Increase the magnification 
and examine the thin crescent to see if you can follow the 
cusps of the atmosphere beyond the 180-degree crescent. 
An orange or red filter will help to increase the contrast 
with the sky glow. Another interesting observation is to 
try and see Venus rise before the sun and set after the 
sun. On March 28, Venus rises at 5:27 local time and the 
sun rises at 6: 16. Later on in the day, the sun sets at 7:02 
p.m. and Venus sets at 7:40. The dates about this date are 
suited, but the 28th has a good balance between rise and 
set times. I would be interested in hearing from people 
who try these observations. 

Mars has now migrated to Scorpio and Antares; "Rival 
of Mars" is getting into the act. It is quite the sight, two 
fiery red orbs in the southern sky. Mars is a bit more than 
half a magnitude brighter than Antares which according 
to Burnhams is the 15th brightest star in the sky. You can 
see them joined together in the morning sky with Mars 
only 14 degrees above the horizon and about 6 degrees 
from Antares in the early month. On the morning of 
March 15, the waning gibbous moon joins the pair. Mars 
is now 1.116 AU distant and shines at magnitude 0.3. 
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Telescopically it shows an 8.38" slightly gibbous disk. It 
crosses the Meridian at 5:52 am local time in the early 
month and 5: 15 am at the beginning of the next month. 
The moon joins Mars on Friday April 13th and sits only 
3.5 degrees away. Get it while it's hot, cause it is dropping 
fast! By the middle of next month, it will cross the 
meridian at 4:40 am and will be only 13 degrees above 
the horizon. ALPO, the association, not the dog food, 
claims that Mars is worth watching when it is bigger than 
6 arc seconds. I would like to hear about your observations. 

Jupiter has now slid off to a distance of5.23 Au and shines 
at magnitude -2.3. It shows a 37.7" disk in the eyepiece 
but you must get out early in order to get a good look at 
it. It crosses the meridian at 5: 12 p.m. local time and it 's 
all down hill from there. On the evening of March 29th, 
the 5-day waxing crescent moon will sit just over 3 degrees 
east of Jupiter. 

Saturn is now 9.443 AU distant and shines at magnitude 
2.3. It shows a 17.5" disk in the eyepiece and precedes 
Jupiter down the sky. On the evening of March 28th, the 
4-day waxing crescent moon will sit just over 2.5 degrees 
south of Saturn. 

Once again, it is that time of year. Pluto is corning to be 
well placed for viewing in the late night-early morning 
sky. If you miss it in late April , you will have to wait till 
the summer star parties to search for that di stant denizen 
of the solar system. Check with the Handbook for a chart 
for finding Pluto, or check with the RASC Edmonton's 
web site for a chart you can print out. Till next month, 
clear skies. 

Murray can be reached at mpaulson@ecn.ab.ca 
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New Member Advisor ....... Shelly Sodergren (476-6460) 
Observing Site and 
Equipment Directors .......... Sherrilyn & Bob Jahrig 
Public Ed. Director ........... Garry Solonynko (486-0785) 
Librarians .... .................. .... Bill Kunze & Harris Christian 
Librarian/Software ............. Alister Ling 
Social Director ................... Terry & Daphne Samuels 
WEBsite Administrator ...... Denis Boucher 
Light Pollution Abatement 
Committee Chair (ELPAC).Howard Gibbins 
Membership Secretary ..... Terry Nonay 

(469-9765) 
(456-6957) 

R.A.S.C. EDMONTON CENTRE 

**NOTE: New website address** 

R.A.S.C. Home Paee: 
http://www.edmontonrasc.com 

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions 
astro@majordomo.srv.ualberta.ca 

Subscribe by sending a note to: 
majordomo@ualberta.ca 

with subscribe astro 
in the body of the e-mail 

Councillors: John Payzant, Terry Samuels, Arnold Rivera, Wendy Routhier, Mike Hoskinson 

CE MAGIC 
EDMONTON'S LARGEST TELESCOPE DEALER P HON E f'7.:BO ) 452-91 00 

Featuring Celestron and Meade products . 
All catalogue items can be special ordered if not in stock . 

Drop by and see our selection of books, posters, slides, 
novelties, holograms, binoculars and telescope accessories . 

Edmonton Space & Science Centre 
1121 1 - 142 Street 


