




























transits. and recent data; the discussion of each object 
concludes with an excellent historical timeline that 
includes all those missions ... neatly lined up. Michael 
Bakich sees fit to include Pluto as a planet, unlike Stuart 
Ross Taylor, for instance, in his 'Destiny and Chance' 
(Cambridge U.P. 1998). Bakich presents a lively argument 
from different points of view, including David Levy's point 
that unlike any known asteroid, Pluto has a detectable 
atmosphere and is much larger in diameter than any 
cometary object. 

The abundance of sketches from past centuries leave me 
feeling like I am floating on a thjn crust of recent truth 
that is constantly in flux, built on the patient, insightful 

work of men and women dedicated to the gradual 
unveiling of our place around the Sun. The Linda Hall 
library, NASA, and Bakich's own collection of photos 
and illustrations are a treasure trove. There are many 
images I have never seen before. Holly Bakich's diagrams 
are well thought out and suitable for classroom 
demonstration. 

With the Cassini and Odyssey missions tracking down 
mountains of new information, this would be an excellent 
book to use as Base Camp for the 21st century's long but 
weightless climb into the local mystery, a trek lit by one 
yellow lantern and nine familiar faces. 

What Is NAMN? 
NAMN stands for North American Meteor Network. The "NAMN" is an internet-based organisation founded in 
1995. Our aim is to encourage amateur visual meteor observing in Canada and the USA. To find out more about 
N AMN, See our site on the Web at: 

http://web.infoave.netl-meteorobs 

NAMN produces an e-mail based journal with the aim of providing amateurs across the continent with pertinent and 
timely information about upcoming meteor showers, events and programs. NAMN Notes is a monthly newsletter 
available both via e-mail and on the NAMN website. 

If you are new to meteor observing, and just want to go out and see a meteor shower - then get out a lawnchair and a 
sleeping bag, and just enjoy yourself! However, if you would like to try actually recording meteor data, that we can use 
for the study of meteors, then check out out NAMN Observing Guide at: 

http://web.infoave.netl-meteorobs/guide.html 

Some useful star charts can be printed off from our NAMS website. These show the constellations, the RA and Dec 
star coordinates, and the brightness of certain standard stars to help you judge the magnitudes of the meteors you see. 
This set of 4 charts is available at: 

http://web.infoave.netl-meteorobs/charts.htmJ 

If you wish to receive the monthly "NAMN Notes", check out the website listed above. Any questions, feel free to e­
mail Mark Davis, Coordinator at: 

MeteorObs@Charleston.Net 
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